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 GenTLEMEN, SOR 
Cx Addreſs this prefatory Diſcourſe 
te (> to you, becauſe it may be ſup- 
WA pos'd, you have neither loſt your 


becauſe there is no longer any 


an Appeal to the Underſtanding. | 
You that are inrereſteq by your Sufferings 
in the Subject- Matter before you, may poſlibly 
lend an Ear to the Facts, Principles, Argu- 
ments, and Inferences contain'd in it: But as 
to the Bulk of the Nation beſides, I muſt not 


fay, they have loſt their rational Faculties, or 


that They have undergone ſuch a Metamorphoſis 


as never any Nation, in ſo ſhort an Interval, ever 


underwent before: For while they are ſtill in 
Poſſeſſion of the Human Form, we ought not 
to ſuppoſe, they have nothing Human beſides 


left about them; and it would be a Breach both 


of Charity and Civility, to pronounce them ei- 
ther Wolves and Foxes, or Aſſes and Drome- 


daries z that is to ſay, Beaſts of Burden, or Beaſts 


of Prey. | 


You, Gentlemen of Shrewsbury, thought, per- 


haps, when you ſet forth in the Londen News- 
SP Papers, 


Feeling, nor your Memory; and 


22) Hope of reaching the Heart, by 


+ t 2 | 
PM 
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Papers, the unpre vot'd and inexcuſable Breach 
of the Peace, committed in your Town, by a 
Party of Dragoons, quarter'd amongſt you; 
who, as we were told, not only refus'd to fub- 
mit to the Civil Power, but actually aſſault- 
ed the Mayor in Perſon, and, having com- 
mitted the moſt outragious Cruelties on Three 
old, feeble, defenceleſs Men, declar'd, That 
what they had done, they bad done by Order : 
I ſay, Gentlemen, in cauſing ſuch a flagitious 
Act of Violence and Inhumanity to be pub- 
liſh'd in the London News-papers, you thought, 
perhaps, the whole Nation would make your Caſe 
their own, and take ſo broad a Hint to remon- 
ſtrate, at leaſt, againſt ſuch a Boſom- Enemy. —But 
| has the Event in any Degree anſwer'd your Ex- 
pectations? Certainly not: Inſtead of taking any 
Part with the Syfferers, inſtead of inferring, that 
what happened to any one Set of Men, in any one 
Part of the Kingdom, might alſo happen to any 
other Set of Men, in any other Part of the King- 
dom, in any Degree of Subjection to the Soldiery; 
inſtead of diſcovering any Senſibility, that the 
whole Magiſtracy of Great-Britain was wound- 
ed thorough the Sides of the Mayor of Shrews- 
bury ; inſtead of diſcovering a proper Indigna- 
tion againſt ſuch an atrocious Violation both of 
the Laws of the Land, and the Bonds of 
Society ; inſtead of diſcovering any Impatience 
to have the Offenders brought to Juſtice z and, 
inſtead of calling on the Government to vindi- 
care itſelf againſt a Proceeding ſo irrecon- 
cilahle with all Government, we ſlept over 
the Account as we read it, and neyer dreamt 
of it afterwards. 


And 


61 

And as to you, Gentlemen of Manc beſter, 
and the Story you thought fit to tell, in or- 
der to ſhew, That the Riot which happen'd 
in your Town, was not owing to any treaſona- 
ble Expreſſions, as had been falſly inſerted in 


other News-Papers, though it ſerv'd to evince, 


in the ſtrongeſt Manner, the Impropriety, Fol- 
ly, and Danger of calling in the Soldiery to 
countenance or enforce the Authority of the Givil 
Magiſtrate; though it appear'd two Lives were 
loſt on this lamentable Occaſion, and that, 
notwithſtanding the Murder, the Commanding 
Officer on Duty, not only diſmifſed the Mur- 
derers in common with the reſt of the Par- 
ty, as if they had done no more than their 
Duty, and actually refus'd to be inſirumental 
in delivering them up to Juſtice; neither did 
this new Inſtance of Military Barbarity, and 
the Miſchicfs to be apprehended from it, ex- 
cite any Degree of Emotion in the Public. 
On che Contrary, almoſt every one behav*'d up- 
on it with as much Inſenſibility, if not as much 
Brutality, as a certain Grand Viſier, who, be- 
ing made acquainte d by the French Embaſ- 
ſador, That the King his Maſter had taken 
Arras from the Spaniards, reply'd, What care 
I if the Dog worry the Hog, or the Hog tbe 


Dog, as long as my Sovereign Lord, and my own 


Head, are ſafe? 

And as to all the Preſſures and Perſecutions 
that have been heap'd upon [ndividuals ; as 
on the gallant C—l—l Ed,, the late G—t 


Fr,. G- O-pe, C-n W—ts, C—t B—s, 


-I T—d4, Sc. &c. Sc. &c. Sc. They are 

paſs'd over as Matters of Courſe, growing as 

neceſſarily out of the Times, as Frauds of every 
8 _ Kind 


( 448-.:) 
Kind in every Walk of Buſineſs, or Robbe- 
ries on every Highway. 

But then, Gentlemen, the more familiar 
ſuch Abuſes become, and the leſs they are at- 
tended to becauſe they are ſa familiar, of ſo 
much the more Importance it becomes, to recall 
the Attention of the Public to the Things that 
belong io their Peace, before they are forever 
bid from their Eyes. 

State ſuper Vias Antiquas, Abide by your 
old Conſtitution ! Nolumus Leges Anglia Mutari, 
We will not have the Laws of England alter'd ! 
was the Language which expreſs'd the Reſolu- 
tion and Wiſdom of our Fore- Fathers; and 
the Language we ought to recover the Uſe of 
for the Sakes of ourſelves and of our Poſ- 
terity. 

Our Lawyers of greateſt Eminence. in the 
Political Way, as the Lord Chancellor Bacon, 
and that other Bacon who compiled the noble 


Commentaries on our Laws and Cuſtoms, from 
the learned Selden's Manuſcript Notes, which are 


ſtill extant under the Title of a Diſcourſe upon Go- 


 wernmen!, make no mention of any Statute to fole- 


rate a ſtanding Body of Mercenaries, paid by the 


People, but commanded by Officers of their own, 


under the Reſtraint of ſuch Bye- Laws, as left it 
not in their Power to ſhew more than a Se- 
condary Regard to Thoſe of the Commonwea!th : 
On the contrary, though we had, in elder 
Times, occaſion for offenſive Armies, having 


the Welch on the ſame Continent with us on 


one Hand, and the Scots on the other, They 
declare, and more eſpecially the Latter, That 
the Lard-bulders were the only Land: defenders ; 
that they were train'd to the uſe of Arms ; wag 

they 


CF.) 
they were call'd together by occafiona] Com- 
miſſions of Array, which were either Topical 
or General, according to the Degree and Nature 
of the Danger; that thoſe Commiſſions ceaſed. 
as ſoon as the Danger was over, though (ſays 
my Author, Part I. p. 187, in theſe very 
Words) Thoſe Times were always arm'd in 
neighbouring Nations, aud Kings might bave 
pretended continual Cauſe of arraying 3 That 
the Power of Conurts-Mariial, or rather the 
Earl Marſbal's- Court, which alone had Cogni- 
zance of Mililary Treſpaſſes, was doubiful and 
ſcarce taken Notice of in any public Act of 
State, till about the Time of Edward III. when, 
continues He (Part II. p. 631.) „A Complaint 
was made by the Commons for the Encroach- 
ments of that Court on the Liberties of the 
People, and Bounds of Common Law.” 

It is known to every Man in Great-Britain, 
who knows any Thing, That, except during the 
Uſurpation, the Teomen of the Guard were 
the only Band of Mercenaries in England, till 
Venner's Inſurrection, ſoon after the Reſtoration, 
| furniſhed the Court with a Pretence, to raiſe 
a Body of Guards for the perſonal Security of 
che ĩðĩ 
Sir Robert Cotton, when ſummon'd to the 
Council- Board by King Charles I. in the Begin- 
nmg of his Reign, to give his Advice on the 
then State of Things, had the Honeſty to en- 
ter a particular Caveat againſt an Inland Army, 
which he call'd, An unexampled Courſe, tend- 
ing to create dangerous Diſtaſtes in the Minds 
of the People, who were apt to conjecture, 
eit was rais'd wholly to ſubject their For- 
e tunes to the Will of Power, rather than of 
7 « Law: 


A 


6 
„Law: And to make good ſome farther 
„ Breach upon their Liberties and Freedoms 
at Home, than defend us from any Force 
c from Abroad.” | 

That meritorious Army, which enabled Monk 
to reſtere the King, and which was the Terror 


of Europe, was disbanded as ſoon as Money 


could be rais'd for their Diſcharge. 

No leſs then three occaflonal Armies, which 
were afterwards rais'd in the Courſe of the ſame 
Reign, were likewiſe disbanded at the Inftance 


of that Parliament, which, by the Old Whigs, 


was irreverendly blacken'd with the infamous 
Name of the Penfioner- Parliament, but which, 
nevertheleſs, has been render'd, by Time, as 
white as Snow; at leaſt when compared with 
nan, compos'd of New Hhigs ; a 
Sort of Vermin which had their Riſe from the 
Corruption of the Former! | 

And, Gentlemen, it is more eſpecially wor- 
thy your Notice and Remembrance, That the 
ſaid Penfioner - Parliament, could never be 
brought to conſider the Guards, as any other, 


than a Body of Men u«nlawfully armed and 


aſſembled ; conſequently, liable to be diſperſed 
by the firſt Peace-Officer, who had the Courage 
to put the Laws in Force againſt them; and 


that inſtead of making any Proviſion of Money 
for their Pay, or of Laws for their Government, 


they did, on the 7th of February, 1673, Reſolve, 
That the keeping any Standing Forces, other 
than the Militia, in this Nation, was a Grie- 
vance ; That according to Law, the King ought 
to have no Guards, but the Gentlemen-Pen- 


ſioners and the Yeomen of the Guard; and 


that it was impaſlible effectually to deliver this 
Ls * Nation 
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Nation from a Standing Army till the Life- 
Guards were pulled up by the Roots. | 
Neither ought we to forget, That even the To- 
ry-Parliament, held, and in a Manner choſen, b 
King James, took his Royal Word for the Secu- 
rity of their own Idol the Church, could not be 
brought, by any Means whatſoever, to give their 
Sanction to a Standing- Army: That, in the Me- 
morials, or Heads of Grievances, ſent from Eng- 
land to the Prince of Orange, in the Name of the 
Nation, the Oppreſſions and Miſchiefs they ſuf- 
fer'd from a Military Force, were properly ſet 
forth : That the Prince himſelf, in his Declaration, 
or Manifeſto, proclaimed to all Europe, That his 
whole Purpoſe was ſo to provide for the Peace, 
Honour, and Safety of the Nation, as that there 
might be no more DANGER of its falling at any 
Time bereafler under arbitrery Government: 
Which Promiſe of his could ſcarce be ſaid to be 
fulfilled as long as a Standing Army had a Being 
amongſt us: And that even in the National 
Declaration of Rights, which was preſented by 
the Lords and Commons, in a Body to the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, as the Tenure 
of the Crown they were that Day put in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of by the free Gift of the People, the 
Cloven Hoof diſcover'd itſeif: For, in the 
Article of the Diſpenſing Power, which had 
been condemned without Reſerve in his. High- 
neſs's Manifeſtc, the following inſidious Qua- 
| lfication, was by ſome deſigning Lawyer ſlipt 
in, as it bath been aſſumed and exerciſed of late: 
And, Secondly, Care was alſo taken to fuggeſt, 
That a Sanding-Ariny was no otherwiſe a Grie- 
vance than as it had been obtained hitherto, 
_ Wilhcut Conſent of Parliament. 


Let 
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| Yet farther : In a French (a) Treatiſe of Poli- 


| tics, publiſh'd in the Year 1673, it had been laid 


down as ſe many. indiſputable Truths, That to 
ruin the Axgliſb, no more was neceſſary, than to 
oblige them to eſtabliſh a Standing Army: That 
to keep them in perpetual Fear of a Deſcent, 
would furniſh their Kings with a Pretence to be 
perpetually armed : That while their Kings were 
thus armed, they would be perpetually odious to 
their Subjects, who would be in perpetual 
Pain for their Liberties: That by fomenting 


reciprocal Jealouſies, it would be eaſy to 


throw the whole Country into Confuſion, c. 
This Treatiſe was quoted by Mr. Trenchard, 
27 h not altogether ſo largely as here, in the 
art of his Argument againſt a Standing 
* after the Peace of Ryſwick : And, 
whereas it was ben urged, That France having 


a Standing Army, we ought to have the like, 


by a Parity of Reaſon it would follow, That 
becauſe the Government of France was become 
Deſpotic, the Government of ENS ought 
to become Deſpotic likewiſe. 
But France had always been arm'd, becauſe 
her Situation had always requir'd it; and Eng- 


land bad always been ſafe, though no other- 


wiſe defended than by the Seas, and her own 
Sovereignty over them. 
So that we may infer, the Fault of King Willi- 


am's Parliaments did not conſiſt in reducing his 


Forces to ſo low a Number as 7 or 8000, as 
Courtiers and their Hirelings teach, but in 


 begilimifing an unnatu' al Standing Force of any 


Size, how ſmall ſoever, inſtead of reſtoring 
Vigour 


2 a) Traitte de la Politique de France, par NMI. 


1 Marquis de * p. 285, 286, 287. 


8 
Vigour and Virtue to the Militia, which is the 
only Force we can or ought to maintain, nume- 
rous enough to ſet the Etforts of France at De- 
fiance, in Caſe of any ſuch Deſcent as might 
endanger the Kingdom. 

In ſhort, Gentlemen, while the People of 
England, have Property, and Arms to protect it, 
they can and will protect it againſt any foreign 
Power whatſoever. 

Suffer it not, then, to be urg'd as Matter of 
Argument any longer, That 20,000 Men are ne- 
ceſſary for the Defence of a Million: It is an 
impudent Piece of Nonſenſe, and ought to be 
treated accordingly. 

And if the Queſtion ſhould be changed from 
the People to the Government, be bold to ſay, 

That for the Preſervation of 2 good Govern- 
ment, the People wall as freely and chearfully 
expoſe themſelves, as for the Preſervation of 
their own Lives and Eſtates. 

If, therefore, the preſent Government is a good 
one, as we arc bound to believe, it may be as 

ſafe, as eaſy, and as highly rever'd, as That of 

ueen Elizabeth was, who gloty'd in having no 
other Guards than the Aﬀettioms of her People. 

We are beſides at Peace at Home; have 
done forever with the Continent, it is to be 
hop'd; and have all the Claims that ever any 
People had. to all the Relief and all the Indul- 
Fence that ever any Prince beſtow'd. 

Now, a ſtanding Army is no: only a ftanding 
Evil, but a growing Evil; and, what is til. 
worle, affords a Shelter for all other Evils to 
grow under it. 

| You muſe not expect me to tel} you, That 
hat follows is deſigned to illuſt ate this Propo 
| $6: . Eises 


Forces, &-:. at Minorca and 


Ea) 


ſition: On the contrary, all 1 deſire is, That 


you would reaſon upon it for yourſelves, and 


make ſuch Deductions only, as the Premiſes 


In the Year, 1714, 


- TheArmy,includingGuards, 


Garriſons, and Officers | 

conſiſted of 8232 Men 0 386,427 17 10 
And the Expence was, 

The Ordnance for + 


Service, — 


55,281 16 
89,503 16 0,4 


Gibraltiar, — 
Ditto in the Plantations, 20, 170 1 6 
Half-Pay, 187,034 6 10 4 
Chelſea-Hoſpitals of Out- 3 8 
Penſioners, — 421795 14 4 


Ordinary, for the 
Year, 


Total of the Army- 
4 
Extraordinary for 45 


781,203 12 7 


ces at Dunkirk, Ja- 
maica and New- Eng- 


127,139 19 2 


Total, £6 908,343 11 = 


BY In the Year, 1750, 
Tbe Forces were 18,857: e | 
And the Expence Was, | 28,230 4 '7 | 
1 Ordnance for Land Service, 109,259 16 6 
Y Forces at Minorca, Gibral- 
5 tar and the Plantations; 
excluſive of the Grants 236,420 18 6 3 
for Nova Scotia, which 
amounted to 76, 255, 
: 4 _ A 67000 
Chelſea-Hoſpital ut- 1 
: _ Penſioners, — 3 49,848 7 6 
Res Officers of oe 2 5,117 11 8 
' Widows —— 23) 374 
| 1, 099, 250 18 9 2 
Subſidies to Foreign Prin- ; 
rn” > 5 60,085 6 8 3 
Total, = 1,159,336 5 6 
| Ordinary of the Year, 
5 17143 "SR ; is 12 7 
| Exceeding in 1750, not- $076 
withſtanding the vaſt , 8 
1 Difference in the Two | L. 376,132 12 11 
= Half- Pay Liſts, 
1 Laſtly, Gentlemen, (for it is not my Pur- 
9 poſe to anticipate what demands your farther 
4 Attention in the following Sheets) conſider ſe- 
1 _ riouſly with yourſelves, and, if you can, perſuade 


your Friends, Neighbours, and Acquaintance, to 

do the ſame, How nearly a C G I, 
furniſh'd with extraordinary Powers, at the Head 
of an Army, whoſe Duty is Obedience on Pain 

of DEATH, reſembles the Srokk in the Fable 
among the Frogs: Conſider how nearly the Staff 
in 


* 2 * * 
. . "ooo Ru 


1 f 
in a heavy Hand, reſembles a Rod of Iron? 
And, in Caſe of a M—n—ty in Days to come, 
(which God of his infinite Goodneſs prevent) 
conſider, whether Iron may not be made to 
weigh as heavy as G7 ẽœꝙ (| © 

From preſent K —, preſett.M——, and 
preſent G——, we know nothing. is, or can 
be, apprehended —For ſuch are always unexcep- 
[| tionable—But their Succeſſors may not be al- 
[| ways made of the ſame happy Materials.—A Ti- - 
| tus may be follow'd by a Domitian ; under whom 
all Conſiderations may be made to give Way to 
' Diſcipline : Every Struggle may then produce a 
| Maſſacre—At the Word of Command, Proper- 
ty may change Hands, and Courts of Juſtice be 
Tequir*d to enrol ſuch Deeds as Reaſon, Law, 
and Juſtice, could not but proteſt againſt : And 
the Language of Military Executions may be, 
Extirpate without Diſcrimination ! You need not 
fear ſhedding innocent Blood; for if they are 
not Rebels, they are Thieves]. &c. 
But theſe are. frightful Dreams—And there- 
Fore it is high TiME TO AWAKE, | 
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J am, GENTLEMEN, 


if ur Humble Servant, 


The Editor, 
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SE ASONABLE 


LETTER 


TO THE 


AUTHOR, &. 


— 


(Tl READ your Letter to a Noble 
Lord on the Subject of the Mutiny- 

— Bill, with an equal Mixture of Plea- 
ſure and Horror: With Pleaſure, ſo 
far as relates to the Information it 
contain'd ; for, till then, I was in a 
manner Ignorance itſelf, as to our 


preſent Military Syſtem; and as indifferent, and there- 


fore as indolent, as I was ignorant; I had not ſo much 
as ſeen the Articles of Iher ; I thought none but 
Soldiers and Officers were any way concern'd, either 
8 5 ä directly 


ſent brppy 


122 
directly or indireMly in the Government of the Army: 
And, knowing, if They were not ſufficiently: reſtrainꝰd 


from injuring the People whoſe Bread they eat; and 
whom they are pay'd to protect, the People * 
foon grow indifferent whoſe Saal they. wore, I 
made no doubt, but, as well for che false of the pre- 
ment, as tHeif owl. Prefervation, 
both Houſes of P=—<— would take all imaginable 
Precautions, that the Edge of this mighty Inſtrument 
of Power might not be turn'd againit the Common- 
wealth, under any Pretence whatſoever of Duty and 
Service : But, if the Information I received gave me 
Pleaſure, it was with as much Horror that I became 
convinc'd by it, That a Tame Army reſembles a Tame 
Lyon ; and that the People who are mad enough to 
truſt their Head in his Mouth, muſt expe& to have 
it, one Day or other, bit off; according to the dread» 
ful Image you give of the Man, who, after a thouſand 
ſuch fooliſh Experiments, was at laſt deftroy*d by the 
ſudden Rage of the Savage he had ſo often trufted. . 
In ſhort, the Senſations I felt, were not much un- 
like Thoſe of him, who (having in a dark Night 
rode over a ſingle Plank, laid by the Workmen 
who were repairing the high Arch of Rochefter Bridge, 
at that Time fallen in) was the next Morning ſhewn 
the Hair-Breadth Eſcape he had made from ſo horrid 
a Breach : That is to ſay, I was almoſt ready to dye 
of the Fright which had ſeiz'd me, as it is ſaid 6 
actually did, though the Danger was over. I am now 
convinc'd, That, from the Time of admitting that 
ſanding Soleciſm, a Standing Army, into a Govern= 
ment founded on Laws, we have been journeying in the 
Dark over a ſingle Plank; and that till we re-edify the 
Breaches made by that Admiſſion, the Danger never 


will be over: I am now convinc'd, that nothing we 


have to apprehend from Abroad can warrant the ex- 
poſing ourſelves to ſuch imminent Danger at Home: 
That the Liberties of this Country are as much at the 
Mercy of 26000 Men 4s 200000 : That we ſtand ob- 
lig'd to the Mercy and Forbearance of the Command- 


ers in Chief, merely, for the Continuance of thole Liber- 


cles 
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ties : That thoſe Liberties, however, ought not to be 
held by ſo light and precarious a "Tenure : And that 


ſuch being the natural Effe& ,of your Arguments, 


they would haye been long ago re uted, if a Refuta- 
tion could have been procur'd either for Love or 


Meng. 
But, how bighly ſoever I think of your Perfor- 


mance, and how much ſoever every honeſt Man in 
England either has, or may profit by it, I do nat think 
the Merit of ſuch a Caufe ought to reſt on your 
Performance only. | 
There is ſtill an Army ; there are till Articles of 


Far; there is ſtill a Mutiny-Bill; and though the 


Latter has been ſomewhat alter'd, I do not think it 
has been ſufficiently alter'd : J honour the Clown in 
the Fable who inſiſted, That the Lyon who made Love 


to bis Daughter, ſhould have his Teeth drawn and his 


* 


Talons par'd ; and then cudgell'd him off the Pre- 


miſles. 


Nor are you to wonder, that one who till of 
late had beſtow'd ſo little Conſideration on that Anti- 
Conſtitutional Intruder, a Standing Army, ſhould all 
at once enter the Liſts againſt it as an Author. Your 
excellent Treatiſe on that Subject has ſo . 


the whole Neighbourhood, that we are all Prohcients 


in the Military Codex: And ſome provoking Incidents 


have lately happen'd, which have not only ſharpen'd 


our Pens, but, if our Loyalty had been leſs ſcrupulous, 


7 alſo have ſharpen'd our Swords. 
_ Dy 


the way, Jam no Member myſelf ; But then I 


have been circumſtantially inform'd of every Thing ma- 
terial that paſs'd in the Houſe by thoſe who are Mem- 
bers: And 1 hope it will be allow'd, that Candor and 


Common Senſe are to be found Without Doors as well 


ao Wahin, 


And now, without any farther Preamble, 1 haſten 
to conſider the Alterations made in the MHutim- 


Bill the laſt Seſſions; which, if T miſtake not, are 


compris'd in the critical Number Three, viz. The 
leaving out the Clauſe which ſubjected the Half- 
Pay Lift to all the Pains and Penalties of Military 
Diſcipline, equally with * Standing Corps. * 
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1 
The laying open (in ſome N the Secrets of Courts 


Martial, to the Cogniſance of Heſtmin/ter- Hall, And, 
3dly, The limiting Revi/als to once only, 

On the firſt of theſe Heads, I have nothing but 
Acknowledgments to make: And I do aſſure you, 
that I am ſo forward to embrace every Opportunity of 
this Nature, afforded us either by Legiſlators or Mi- 
niſters, that I am ſometimes branded for an arrant 
Courtier. 

But I am above Sarcaſms of that Kind: And as 
much above that criminal Diſingenuity, which coniti- 
tutes the Sum of Party-Merit. By the Repeal of this 
Clauſe, the poor Haf- Pay Officers have had their Fet- 
ters knock'd off ; and, what is infinitely of greater 
Conſequence, the Community regains ſo many free 
Britons, who now may dare to aſſert their own, and 
their Country's Rights: I mean, aſſert them in a Ci- 
vil Capacity; which, thus reſtor'd to the Protection 
of her Laws, they may dare to do without Fear 
of Military Conſequences, and which this new En- 
dearment, no doubt, will make them fonder of : I 
moſt heartily felicitate my Fellow- Subjects, there- 
fore, on the Suppreſſion of this Clauſe ; and hope 
it is an Earneſt of farther Alterations, equally 
conducive to the Repoſe and Security of the Com- 
monwealth, That it was ever ſuffer'd to glide in, I am 
willing toimpute to Inattention only, For, nodoubt, it 
was in general taken for granted, that ſo much Venom 
could not be compris'd in ſo narrow a Bound, It is 
enough, that the Viper, which we had taken into our 
Boſom, is thrown out : And all that is incumbent on 


us now, is to take Care, that we are never bit in like 


Manner, or by the like Snake in the Graſs again. 
The Second alſo carries a Face of Relief againſt the 
Inguiſitorial Secrecy before enjoin'd by the Oath. But 
then Tam afraid, it is a Face only; for to me, who have 


but juſt Law enough for a Juſtice of Peace, it does 
not appear, that the Exception, in reſpect of the Courts 


of Judicature, can be of any great Uſe to the Crimi- 

nal, or give any great Satisfaction to the Public. That 

the Courts at Y:/tmin/ter, ſhould, ex officio, lay open an 
te- 


Cs» 

re-judge the Sentence of a Court Martial, whether ina 
capital Caſe, or one that merely relates to Right, or 
Property, is hardly to be ſuppoſed. And, on the other 
Hand, I cannot find any Appeal allow'd by this 
Clauſe, to Such as may apprehend themſelves aggriev'd. 
I wou'd fain then, be inſtruted, by what Kind of 
Proceſs, the Procedings of a Court Martial may ever 
formally be brought before the Civil Magiſtrate? And, 
conſequently, of what Benefit this Alteration is like 
to prove, either to the Military Man in Particular, or 
the Society in General? 

If ever the Legiſlature ſhould, in their great Wiſdom, 
think fit, to permit Council to the Military Man ar- 
raigned, or otherwiſe call'd to anſwer before a Court 
Martial, as it has been ſtrongly, and hitherto unan- 
ſwerably urged, by many true Patriots (I am told) 
within the Houſe, and by you, Sir, without, the 
Cauſe might then be ſifted to the Advantage of Inno- 
cence, and of Truth ; or, in caſe the Matter in 
Hand was very intricate and perplexing, be properly 
remov'd to Judges better qualified to reconcile the' 
Difficulties ariſing : In which Caſe, there is no doubt, 
but that our common Lawyers wou'd make it their 
Buſineſs to ſtudy the Mutiny- Act, and Articles of 


Mar, of which the Latter ſhou'd never ſwerve from 


the Former. But, whilſt the wretched Defendant is 
left ſtript of all Aids, and, as we may preſume, with- 
out the Gift of Elocution, or the Skill to range his 
Evidence, and place it in its true Light: When the 
"Zudge- Advocate ſhall happen to be either ignorant, or 
corrupt; or, which is equally lamentable, when ſome _ 
little Pedlar in the Law, taken up at random, to 
make that Office a fine-cure to him who enjoys the 
Profits, (by the Way, I hear, that this important Poſt 
is at preſent officiated, by a Deputy of a Deputy of 
a Deputy) officiates for him; when the Culprit's A 
may poſhbly be ſtak'd upon the Honeſty, or Accu- 
racy, of ſuch a Man, in taking the Minutes : When 
we reflect, that the ſaid Culprit may happen to be a 
poor Subaltern, over-aw'd by the infinitely-ſuperior 
Rank, Credit, and Power of his Proſecutors ; to ſay 
1 . nothing 
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| 
1 | nothing of his Judges, who can be ſo hard- hearted as 
1 to refuſe his Pity to an Individual in ſuch a Situation ? 
| Who ſo blind as not to diſcern the Miſery of it? Oc 


| fo unjuſt, as not to offer him a ſuitable Relief ? 
| And here, give me Leave toput you in Mind, Sir, 
1 of a remarkable Incident recorded in our Hiſtories, 
| which beſel the Lord Aßbley, (Grandſon of the great 
Earl of Shafyſdury ) when the Bill for regulating Trials, 
| in Cafes of Treaſon, was depending before the Com- 
ft | mons; who, being provided with a ſet Speech in Fa- 
i} vour of that Clauſe of the Bill, which allow'd the 
| 1 Priſoner the Benefit of Council, and riſing up in his 
ut! Place, to utter it, fell into ſuch a Diſorder, that he 
it | was not able to proceed : But, having at length reco- 
wilt! ver'd his Spirits, and, together with them ſome Com- 
N mand over his Faculties, he drew ſuch an Argument 
1 trom his own Confuſion, as more advantag'd his Cauſe, 
than all the Powers of Eloquence could have done. 
1 For, faid he, if I, who had no perſonal Concern in 
| the Queſtion, was fo over-power'd with my own 
„ Apprehenſions, that I could not find Words or Voice 
© to expreſs myſelf, what muſt be the Caſe of one 
< whoſe Fate depends on his own Abilities, and the 
© full and free Exertion of them in the Defence of it 
_ * apainſt the habitual, over-bearing Confidence, and 
is « ſophiſtical Harangues of venal Advocates, hir'd to 
1 © harangue the Jury out of their Senſes, and the Pri- 
1-8 . © ſoner out of his Life?“ 5 5 . 
Now, Sir, Truth, like the Sacred Fountain of it, 
is the ſame, Veſterday, to Day, and for ever; and 
what was true then, or with regard to the particular 
Objects of the Legiſlature's Juſtice and Compaſſion at 
that Time, is equally ſo now, and even-preferably, in, 
the Caſe before us. No body, 1 preſume, will have 
the Front to fay, in plain Terms, that a Subject, becauſe 
a Soldier, and one who riſques his Life a thouſand 
Times in a Campaign, while fighting for his Country, 
ought therefore to be deprived of any Benefits confer- 
red by that Country on his Fellow-SubjeRs : I ſhould 
rather expect to hear of new Immunities, and ſuch like 
legal and proper indulgencies, peculiarly allotted ow 
OTE . 
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his Reward : And yet, what leſs do they lay, in Effect, 
who ſubſcribe to the Equity of affording all Aſſiſtances 


to Perſons impeach'd for High-Treaſon (the greateſt 


Crime the Law of England knows) and yet refuſe to 


extend any to the Officer and Soldier? 

A Sneerer may here, I foreſee, diſplay his little Wit, 
in pronouncing, that I am myſelf a Lawyer; and 
that my ſole Aim is to enlarge the Field, and cut out 
more Work for my Profeſſion. It were a Pity to rob 
him of his Mite : So I ſhall let him enjoy it, if he 
refuſes totake my Word, that I am not in any degree 


of Kindred to the Bar, otherwiſe than as I have alrea- 


dy declared: He would do well likewiſe to remember, 
that there is a very wide Difference between Sarcaſm 
and Argument, which latter being my preſent Buſineſs, 
J ſhall accordingly perſue. 

After having canvaſed this Matter with all the Im- 
partiality and Diligence I am capable of ; and having 
ſtarted in my own Mind every Cavil to which the r0- 


_ poſition is liable, and given each, as it occurt'd, its tall 


Force; 1 cannot, for my Life, diſcover any Incongrui- 
ty, orDifficulty on the Side of the Affirmative. witch is 
not infinitely out- weighed by the Inconvenience (to 


give them the ſofteſt Term) attending the Negative. 


O 


o ſtate and anſwer them all ſeparately and diſtinctiy, 
would exceed the Bounds I have preſcrib'd to myſelt : 


Beſides, that it wou'd be unſeaſonable, ſeeing that 
any Juſtification of the unequal Meaſure, now dealt 


to our 4:/:tary Brethren, has never yet been aticmpt- 
ed; at leaſt, ſo as to make the Public the Judges of 


its Validity. Some, however, of the moſt trite Qb- 


jections which I have gather'd from Converſation, or 
been able to form to myſelf, I will juſt touch upon. 

It is one, That the Officers promiſcuoully call'd upon 
to ſit as Judges, being no Lawyers, the Cauſe in Hand 
might be puzzled, inſtead of having its true Merits 


diſplay'd, by the Subtilties to which thoſe Gentlemen 


are habituated. I anſwer, That the Law here ſpoken 
of, is the MHuriny-Aet, and the Articles of Var found- 
ed upon it, It it be faid, that the Officers may not 
be 


* 
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be thorough Maſters of the Connectio n and Depen- 
dency between the A# and the Articles, I ſhall not 
ſcruple to affirm, that they are not fit Tryers, unleſs 
properly inſtructed, and led into that Knowledge, 
which is what I aim at: If they are, and all the Plead- 
ings, as here ſuppoſed, drawn from thence, What Room 
can there be for Fallacy ? Or, at moſt, will not the 
Odjection lye equally ftrong againſt the Practice of 
our Civil Courts? It would be hard to deem Gentle- 
men, of liberal Education, leſs ſuſceptible of Common 
Senſe, than an ordinary Jury : Theſe are preſumed 
capable of underſtanding the Law, or Statute, upon 
which the Indictment is founded, yet, they are aſſiſt- 
ed by the Lights afforded them by the Explanations 
of the Council, as well as from the Evidence; and, 
upon the whole, from the Streſs laid on their Deciſion, 
innumerable Circumſtances are ſuggeſted to the Mind, 
which elſe, perhaps, had never enter'd it; and which 
carry along with them their own Authority). 

Whoever has been converſant with Tryals, can- 
not but have obſerv'd the ſignal Uſe of Croſs-queſtion- 
ing alone, towards the Detection of Falſchood ; to 
which, however, a Degree of Skill is requiſite, that is 
not attain'd but by ſuch as make it part of their Study. 
Could this Art be inſpired into all thoſe who compoſe _ 
Courts- Martial, it is not to be doubted, but that many 
a Wretch wou'd have eſcaped Swinging or Shooting; 
and many more had ſlept in a whele Skin, Among 


Others, the famous Miſs Hannah Snell, the Female 


Warrior, (if it may not be thought too ludicrous an 
Inſtance, and I hope it will not, fince J hear ſhe is 
now deem'd worthy the Patronage of his R- HH 
the D—,) might have been ſpared the five hundred 
Laſhes, which my Gentleman's Magazine for Fuly laſt, 
informs me, ſhe receiv'd, tyed up to the Caftle-Gate at 
Carlifle, upon a falſe Accuſation of a Serjeant, who, 
it ſeems, owed her a Spite, upon a Preſumption, that 
ſhe was his Rival, | 

But, to be ſerious, as the Caſe well deſerves; I know 


many Officers of great Honour and Humanity, who 


Y have 
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have frankly owned, in my hearing, that they were too 
much aw'd and abaſh'd to give a free Vent of their 
Sentiments, before their Superiors, who ſat with them, 
and a crouded Audience : Nor is this Dread in the 
leaſt unnatural, if the rigid Subordination in which 
they aretrain'd to the firſt, together with the No- 
velty of ſpeaking in Preſence of the latter, be duly 
conſidered, Now, ſeeing that they are, as well Jur 
as Judges, and that the Iſſue of the Cauſe depends 
entirely on their firm Adherence to Juſticez unfetter'd 
by Intereſt, Complaiſance; Baſhfulneſs, &c. is it 
not highly expedient, that theſe Defects ſhou'd be re- 
mov*d by the Interpoſition of an independent Advo- 
2 who may have no ſuch Scruples or Fears about 
1 9 
I ſay, an Independent Advocate ; for what I propoſe; 
with the greateſt Deference; as a Remedy, (or at leaſt 
as a Hint towards it) is, That the Parliament would 
mow to appoint One to each Regiment, with as good 
eaſon, I humbly apprehend, as they have now a 
Chaplain and Surgeon allotted to them; but with this 
Material Difference, That the Former ſhou'd not be 
upon the ordinary Eſtabliſhment, paid by the Regi- 
mental Agent, nor in any Shape or Degree ſubje& to 
Military Power : That, on the eontrary, they ſhould 
have a creditabie, annual Salary, iſſuing from a pecus 
lar Fund, and payable by a Receiver of the Parlia- 
ment's Appointment z in Conſideration of which, they 
ſhould be oblig'd to conſtant Reſidence with ſome 
Part of the Regiment, as Conveniency might diQate, 
whilſt at Home; and be entitled to Quarters within 
Call, when the Army was abroad: That they ſhould 
have free Admiſſion to anv Priſoner; and look upon 
it as their Duty to enquire, whether or not, they 
could be of any Uſe to them, and if fo, receive the 
proper Inſtructions : That although a particular Ad- 
yocate be aſſigned to each, nevertheleſs, any of Thoſe 
of other neighbouring Regiments may be bound to 
attend, if called upon by a General Court-Martial, 
if Abſence, Sickne's, or any other Accident witholds 
the peculiar one from a oe Sg Court ; or finally, 
.. . | it 
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if the Proſecutor ſhall think his Accuſation ſtands in 
need of one, ſor its Support. And here it may be 

roper to explain my own Meaning farther, on what 

juſt now hinted above, concerning the Duty of the 
Advocate to viſit the Priſoner; which is, That I am 
for dedicating him preferably, to the Service of the De- 
fendant belonging to his own Corps; whom he is to 
wait upon when required, and aſſiſt wherever he is at- 
tack'd. For as to the. Accuſer, beſides that he is generall 
preſumed to hold the better End of the Staff, he is alſo 
exempt from the Terrors of Puniſhment ; and, in- 
deed, from moſt of the Diſadvantages which the Ac- 
cuſed labours under. That if any Matter of Com- 
plaint ſhall ariſe againſt ſuch Advocate, as wanting 
to his Duty, it may be heard, and he puniſh'd ac- 
cording to his Demerits, by Perſons authoriſed thereto 
by Parliament, not being Soldiers; for in Relation to 
them, his Perſon ought to be as ſacred as were for- 
merly the Tribunes of the People at Rome. 

With Reſpect to Challenges, I beg leave to differ 
from you, Sir: You had certainly not conſidered, That, 
except when an Army is in the Field, it would be 
extremely difficult to aſſemble a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Officers, to allow of them in the Latitude 
practiſed by the Civil Courts: Yet am I ſo far of 
your Opinion, that where any notorious Indications 
of Malice, Partiality, Revenge, or Self-Intereft, in 
Reſpect to the Criminal, can be prov'd upon any 
Member appointed, he ought, upon no Conſideration, 
to be admitted as his Judge : And that this may be 
proved, if provable, it would be but equitable to 
ſhew him, ſome little Time before his Tryal, a Liſt 
of thoſe aſſign'd for his Judges, to the End, that ſuch 
might be removed upon juſt Cauſe ſhewn. 

As I am ſincerely for promoting the proper Buſineſs of 
an Army, if an Army muſt be tolerated, and as I do not 
deſire to ſee That clogged by unneceſſary Precautions, 
it is with ſome Diffidence that 1 plead for the Ver- 
dicts being unani maus: Whilſt upon a March near the 
Enemy, or in the Field, I apprehend ſome Incon- 
veniency, in confining "Thirteen Officers, till they 
are all agreed: But when at Home, I can deſcry no 

1 | reaſonable 
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reaſonable Objection { iving the Soldier the ſame 
Chance for his Life, or F ortune, which every com- 
mon Malefactor has, who does not wear a red Coat. 
Beſides, the Caſe muſt be attended with very extra- 
ordinary Circumſtances, which ſhall induce an Office 
to ſtarve, rather than give his Aſſent. 
It may poſſibly be a Doubt with Some, whether a 
ſufficient Number of Barriſters could be found, wil- 
ling and fit to undertake this Office: But it will 
ſcarce.remain ſo, to thoſe who compare the Multi- 
tude of Proficients, with the Few who earn a Liveli- 
hood by it. A handſome Stipend, together with what 
they might occaſionally gain while in Country Quar- 
ters, would prove, without Queſtion, a ſufficient Ex- 
citement to become Candidates; and the greateſt 
Difficulty would lye, in ſelecting (without Favour, 
- AﬀeGtion) thoſe of the mall Probity and beſt 
Farts. | | 
But now, as I have profeſs'd Candour, I will fairly 
own, that I myſelf foreſee ſome Oocaſions, upon 
which the Advocates here contended for, might hap- 
pen to be troubleſome. For Example, "They might now 
and then be impertinently ſollicitous in their Endea- 
vours to extenuate ſome Crimes ; and, by alledging 
favorable Circumſtances, ſhew, in too glaring a Light, 
the Exorbitancy of one, two, or three 2 Laſh- 
es (a); or, which is much the ſame, of piqueting a 
Man till he drops as dead. 5 
They might bear hard upon a ſuperior Officer; 
who having given an abſurd, unwarrantable, pernici- 
ous- Command, ſhall lay the Load on the Command- 
„d; and leaye him to anſwer for all the ill Con- 
ſequences of its Execution : Or elſe, who having 
ordered Impoſſibilities, ſhall arraign the Inferior that 
does not perform them. The Maxim which obtains, 
as I have it from ſeveral of their own Mouths, is, 
That the Commands of a Superior are implicitly, 
and without Heſitation, to be obey'd; and if an 
Miſchief, or Inconveniency, enſues, it is chargable on 
EIS 43 . him. 
(a) Fifty or Sixty Laſhes is reckoned a ſevere Puniſh- 
ment, in our Sea Service. | 
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him. Yet are there not wanting Inſtances, it feems, 
where the Tables have been turn'd, and the 
Subaltern (for each is ſo, to his immediate Comman- 


der) has been forced to pay the whole Rechoning. I con- 
feſs, then, than an unprejudiced, and independent Ad- 
vocate, might here untowardly interpoſe ; and, perhaps, 
chop upon Evidence or Arguments more conſonant to 
Juſtice and Humanity, tho? leſs to Military Diſci- 
pline. 
They might urge too, the due Diſtinctions which 
ought to be obſerv'd in the Terms, utmoſt Endeavours, 
tending to Mutiny, the equitable Conſtruction of a 
Gefture of Diſrepect, Miſbehaviour, Contempt, un- 
like a Genileman, Words tending te the Hurt or Diſbe- 
nour of the Commander: Which had been all ſufficiently 
expoſed, had you barely produced them: But you have 
Exhibited a Piece of Hiſtory, which exemplifies, in ſo 
terrible a Manner, the Tendency which the laſt Expreſ- _ 
ſion alone, has to the Hurt and Diſhonour of every 
Perſon under its Laſh, that it is impoſlible to read it, 
without the utmoſt Indignation at the pernicious Uſe 
made of this Article in thoſe Times; nor, without 
ſhuddering at the Uſe which may be made of it in 
Times to come. | 2 
And yet, ſtrong, and applicable as this Story is to 
your Purpoſe, permit me to ſay, That had you thought 
fit to conſult Ka/h17rth, inſtead of Erhard, (who, 
as a Party-man, was coiicerned to paliate the Matter 
in Favour of Lord S:rafford, as far as it wou'd bear, 
nor is the noble Hii/izrian he quotes, abſolutely free 
from the like Suſpicion) you would there have met 
with ſome heightning Particulars, which he has pur- 
poſely omitted, Ruſbworth relates the Matter, as it 
appeared upon Proof at the Earl's Trial; and muſt 
have been no leſs Fool, than Knave, to falſify it; be- 
 Eauſe the Journals of the Houſe of Lords would be 
witneſs againſt him. He tells you, That the Words for 
which Lord Mountnorris was arraigned, on the 11th 
of December, 1635, were ſpoken no leſs than eight 
Months before, viz. April the 18th; conſequently, 
the Earl muſt have lain in wait all that Time, for a 
more 


G90 

more plauſible Opportunity of Revenge, but could 
not find it; fince tis hardly probable, that whoever 
reported them to him, ſhould not do it ſooner ; ef 
cially as they were utter'd at a public Table. It is 
of no great Importance whether Mountnorris ſaid, that 
he himſelf, or that Ameſhy, had a Brother, who wen d 
not have taken ſo ſmall a Revenge for a Blow receiv'd, 
(which the Archdeacon very diſingenuouſly conceals, 
as he likewiſe adds the Epithet contemptuouſly) : But I 
think the latter is the Senſe of Ry/ſhworth : Take it 
| either Way, what a Stretch of military Prerogative 
$ is here diſplay'd ! But I have not yet done with it. 
; The Lord-Lieutenant, by his own Confeſſion, accor- 
ding to the laſt named Author, was preſent, tho' not 
as a Member of the Court. It was a Doubt, if he 
did not fit there with his Hat on. He refuſed to have 
him tried on one Article only, (there being two, 
which, with little ſtraining, might reach him) repeat- 
ing, That he would have both, or none. Lord Moor 
acted the Part of Judge and Witneſs, Laſtly, upon 
Lord Mountnorris's Demurrs, and Entreaty for Time 
to give in his Anſwer, He propoſed the condemnin 
him as mute: By which Threat, the Noble Criminal, 
wholly unprovided for his Defence, as not dreami 
of ſuch a Thunder-Clap, was hurried and frighted into 
an immediate Plea; and upon nothing more than 
thoſe Words being proved, was, tho' a Peer of the 
Realm, ſentenced to be t, or beheaded, at the 
Earls Option. 8 . . 

To return from this Digreſſion: The Advocates 1 
have been ſpeaking of, would be apt, I fear, upon 
theſe Occaſions, to carry the Ad of Parliament in 
their Right-hand, and the Articles of War in their 
Left; would ſcrupulouſly compare the one with the 
other; and finding perhaps, upon ſuch Examination, that 
their Client had offended neither, would inſiſt upon the 
Maxim, I Here there is no Law, there is na Tranſgreſ- 
ſion ; conſequently, that a ſevere diſcretionary Puniſh+ 
ment was ſcarce juſtifiable, and conſequently, not diſ- 
creet. He might dilate on the Iniquity of endangering a 
Perſon's Life, Body, Fortune, or Reputation, = 

orce 
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forced Inuendoes, and Etceteras ; and plead, that the 
Articles, as they ſtand, are in all Conſcience rigorous 
enough, without their Aid. 
They might —— But I really cannot well conceive 


bow they would conduct themſelves in the Caſe of 


Duelling; eſpecially where the Loſs of a Subject en- 
ſues * * where this does not happen, their own 
Laws are very explicite againſt the Giver, or Accep- 
ter, merely, of a Challenge : And yet, who knows 
not, that by the Cuſtoms prevailing in the Army, a 
Man is always branded, and moſt commonly diſcarded 


with Ignominy, who ſhall refuſe one? To take a re- 


cent Inſtance: Can any one doubt, but that Captain 


Ie wou'd have been ſet afide by Military Cenſure, 


had he peaceably put up the Indignities offer'd him by 
Captain ? Nevertheleſs, the poor Man was 
condemned to die by the Civil Courts, for reſenting 


them, in the only Way he could do it conformably to 


this Cuſtom ; his Chatels confiſcated to the High-She- 
riff, and he obliged (after a tedious Impriſonment, 
uncertain of the Iſſue) at a great Expence, to ſue out 
his Pardon | Hl Oe : 

I have ſuppoſed my Lawyer to be preferably re- 
tain'd on the Side of the Oppreſſed; who, in this In- 
ſtance, muſt, I think, be the deceaſed Party: And, if 
ſo, he will be under a Neceflity of thwarting this 
Uſage, and urging the Condemnation of the Survivor, 
from the expreis and indiſcriminate Words of the Ar- 


| ticle. I could here enlarge upon the hard Dilemma 


which every Gentleman who wears a Sword is brought 
to, when reduced to take the Alternative of Infamy, 
or Death : But this is ſo obvious an Evil, that it needs 


no pointing out. I leave it therefore, with this E7a- 


culatiom, That ſome Method may be eſtabliſhed by 
the Legiſlature, for the giving an adequate Reparation 
to injured Honour, as the only Antidote againſt Cut- 
ting of Throats on the one Hand, and ſwinging for 
the ſame, on the other ; by which, two Members (to 
ſay nothing of ruin'd Families) are cut off from the 

Society | | 


Tho 
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The Remarks I have to make on the Alteration (I 
wiſh I could call it Amendment) in regard to Revi/als, 
will naturally be included, whilſt I am confidering the 
Perplexity which theſe Advocates might probably be 
involved in themſelves, and occaſion to a Court- 
Martial, under this Head. The Clauſe imports, That 
henceforward, there ſhall be but one Reviſal > Where- 
as before, the Preſumption obtain'd, That their Num- 
ber lay wholly in the Breaſt of the General in Chief. 
Inftances of this Kind, and in Support of this Tenet, 
were, as my Friend informs me, much labour'd 
in the Debate; and one, @ very notable one, produ- 
ced; which was, That our late King William had 
cauſed an Officer of conſiderable Rank to be tried 
three Times over, till a Verdict againſt his Life was 
procured, which accordingly was executed. Great 
Streſs, it ſeems, was laid on This, as a Precedent of 
the utmoſt Authority, and worthy to be adopted for 
a governing Maxim. Severity was the avowed Mean- 
ing of Thoſe who ſtood up in its Defence; and Poſli- 
bilities of Favour, Compaſſion, Partiality, urged for 
the Expediency of ſuch a Meaſure, It was even 
extolled as a great Piece of Moderation in a 
certain motley Man of War, that he was willing 
to compromiſe, and yield to one only Reuiſal. A de- 
cent Manner, truly, of treating a Subje& of ſuch 


| Importance, and in ſuch a Place ! As tho', what is fo 


intimately the Concern of each Individual, was in 
the Diſpoſal, and depended on the Courteſy, of one! 
We Country Folks, who are at no Time over fond 
of Compliments, can leaſt of all reliſh them upon 
theſe Occaſions. But this by the Way. 

1 fay then, That the ſaid Clauſe in the Act, being 
purely negative, and not poſitive, a conſcientious Advo- 
cate might himſelf boggle, and unluckily ſtart ſome 
Scruples in the Minds of the Judges, in Relation to the 
ſtrict Legality of their Aſſembly : He might offici- 
ouſly remind them, That the putting a Perſon's Life 
twice in Danger, for the ſame ſuppoſed Crime (with- 
out new Matter, which 1 think 1s precluded) is dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the Genius of our Exgliſb Laws; 

| oY and, 


| 
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and, thereſore, ſtands in need of the moſt explicite 
Authority to warrant it; he might endeavour to de- 
monſtrate, That the Proceding of K. Villiam in the 
Inſtance above, though in the Heat of a Campaign 
againſt a Foreign Enemy, and on Account of an 
important Fortreſs abandoned, which was judged defen- 
ſible, was yet a moſt dangerous, and tyrannical Ex- 
ertion of Martial Power; conſequently, by no Means 


a fit Pattern for Engli/b-Men to copy after: He 


might obſerve, that if, on the one Side, Favour, 
Campaſſion, c. were ſometimes to operate towards 
the acquitting a Criminal, yet even This was infinite- 
ly more conformable to the Lenity and Wiſdom of 
our Conſtitution, which had rather that Ten Guilty 
ſhould Eſcape, than One Innocent ſuffer, than by a 
Reviſal (which being limitted to one, has but the 

eater Chance for being ¶ectual) to throw open the 
Poor to all the Operations of Fear, Ambition, Self- 
Intereſt, Complaiſance, &c, &c. 

Thus have I ingenuouſly expos'd the Nakedneſs of 
my own Argument; and ſtill, fondly perſuaded of 
its Truth, fear not to draw up its Antagoniſts in 
Rank and File, that, at one View, their whole Strength 


may be diſcovered, in this Summary. Fir, The 
Officers fitting at a Court-Martial as Judges and 


wry, would run the Riſque of being informed, or, 


if you pleaſe, reminded, to adhere to the Letter and 


Spirit of the Act of Parliament, Secondly, The Awe 
of Superiors, and the Innability of Speaking (poſlibly 
of Judging) clearly, before a numerous Audience, 


might be relieved by the Interpoſition of our Orator, 


and the baſhful Member emboldened to give his Vote 
according to his en/ightned Sentiments, Thirdy, They 
might be enſnared into a feaſonable Compaſſion 
of human Frailty ; and thence, induced to propor- 
tion the Puniſhment to the Crime, taking in all the 


| favourable Circumſtances. Fourthly, Illegal, miſchiev- 


ous, or impoſſible Commands might happen to be 
traced, and ſo the Cenſure light upon the true Ob- 
ject. Fifthly, Words, Geſtures, &c. might receive a 
more equitable, and therefore more merciful Inter- 

: pretation 


1 


pretation than ſometimes have been put upon them. 
Sixthly, A Court might be teazed with Over-caution, 
in a Ee Accuſed cou'd be found guilty of 
no ſpecified Crime. Seventhly, Reviſals, as I have juſt 
now hinted, might chance to ftagger, Men accuſtomed 
to Civil, and Natural, Equity ; and this Repugnance 
of theirs to ſhock Both, may prove infectious, | Lafth, 
(For 1 bring it in the Rear, as moſt conſiderable) the 
ſuppoſed Criminal might hereby become confident, that 
nothing ſhould be omitted which made for his Cauſe ; 
nor, without due Animadverſion, admitted againſt him, 


& * 


which was not clearly proved. | 

Moſt of Theſe Points have already been ſpoken to, oc- 
caſionally, as they fell in my Way: And as for the reſt, 
inſtead of amuſing you, or myſelf, with an Anſwer, I 
chuſe to put the Queſtion to an Opponent, — ad quod 
damnum? Or, in plain Engliſh, wherein would the great 
Evil conſiſt, ſhould all this come to paſs? Till I am 
ſhewn in what Corner that Evil lurks, I ſhall be apt 
to think, that the barely expoſing theſe ObjeRions, is 
a ſufficient Reply to them, In the mean Time, as 
it is directly conformable to my Polition at ſetting 
out, and for the Sake of which this Topick has been 
dwelt upon, I fear with ſome Prolixity, I will ven- 
ture to point out one great Gad, among many Others, 
which, I apprehend, would naturally reſult from ſuch 
a Meaſure : Namely, That the Soldiery (I mean to 
include every Officer in his reſpeRive Station) enjoy- 
ing ſuch a ſolid and permanent Proof of the Nation? 
Juſtice, Regard, and Tenderneſs for their Rights, 
muſt needs be guided to look up to the Legiſlature as 
their Supreme, and moſt beneficient Maſters ; to 
whom they owe the higheſt Uuty, Reverence, and 
Gratitude, as well for their Protection, as their Pay. 
In a Word, They would thence be taught a Leſſon, 
ſomewhat different from That which moſt of them 
have now by Heart, viz. That their immediate Com- 
manders are the ſole, and uncontroulable Diſpenſers of 
all Indulgencies, and Puniſhments : And, on the con- 
trary, learn, That their CounTRY, which raiſes, main- 
tains, and paternally guards 8 of them from Wrong, 


hath 
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hath as undeniable a Claim to their Services, even a- 
 gainft their Brethren of the Profeſſion, as a good Fa- 
ther would have to that of a pious Son, when endan- 
ger'd by the Violence of an unnatural Brother. 

Hitherto, this Matter has been treated, as though 
the Army and Martial Laws were always to exiſt in 
the ſame Number and Form they are at preſent ; upon 
which Suppoſition, I have humbly propoſed, That ſo 
valuable, and at the ſame Time, ſo formidable a Body, 
ſhould be more cloſely wedded to their Country, by 
being indebted to it, for the Favour of proper Al- 
ſiſtance againſt the Laxity of their Letter, and the Ri- 
gor of their Sentences (a). In this, I pretend no 
more than to ſubmit a rough Draught to the Conſidera- 
tion of wiſer Heads ; whence, doubtleſs, it would receive 
a great many Additions and Improvements. Till ſuch 
ſhall think fit to take it into Conſideration, This Sketch 
may, I preſume, ſuffice, at leaſt to obviate the Queſtion 


in the Mouths of Gainſayers, viz. What then, muſt 


Recourſe be had to the Civil Magi/trate as often as a 
private Soldier ſhall deſert, get drunk, fleep on his 
Poſt, abuſe his Quarters, or Comrade, loſe his Ac- 
coutrements, pawn his own Linnen, or ſteal his Bed- 
fellow's? &c, Such Cavillers may perceive, That this is 
not requiſite ; and yet, the End may be obtained, which 


is the Preſervation of the Cu/prit from the Effects 


of falſe Evidence, Malice, Revenge, and Cruelty. - 
Where the Proofs ſhould be very full, and the Puniſh- 
ment diſtinctly aſſigned, I do not ſuppoſe that our 
Advocate would be called upon ; but, when either 
the Firſt are defective, or the Latter diſcretionary, 
an Examiner, or a Moderator (I ſpeak not in the 
Senſe of the Schools) could not ſurely be unfeaſon- 


able. And here, as it ape into my Thoughts, I 
will juſt add one more 


which is, That theſe Civil Tribunes of the Military 


int to this imperfe& Scheme; 


People, ſhould, as often as they eſteemed the Caſe 
of ſufficient Importance or Curioſity, have a Right 
1 Gb to 


(a) N. B. The Difference between the Articles calcu- 


lated for Home and Abread, is ſcas ce perceptible, 
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to demand and receive a Copy of the Proceſs, ſigned 
by the Precedent, and counterſigned by the Judge 
Advocate. 0 
But, Sir, I ſhould be very loth to have it under- 
ſtood, that I renounce any 'material Part of the Doc- 
trine  contain'd: in your — I am now as 
thoroughly convinced as you was, when you made 
them, that ſo numerous a Land Army can by no 
ſound Reaſoning be 1 more neceſſary at pre- 
ſent, than after the Peace of Ryſwrick, when 7000 
Men were found ſufficient, You have, in the Com- 
paſs of one Page, demonſtrated, beyond all Contra- 
diction, that the Plea. for ſuch a Force, as we now. 
enjoy, was, in every Light, infinitely ſtronger at that 
Time, than in this; whether we regard the Poſture 
of Affairs at Home, or Abroad: Yet, if I miſtake 
not, 10,000 Men was the utmoſt contended for by 
that modeſt, Miniſtry 3 which ſtill could not be ob- 
tain'd from the more cautious Senate. Had you 
thought proper to have gone higher in ſearch of Ar- 
guments, ſuch as are not given to read Hiſtory, 
might, at a leſs Expence of Pains, have been inform'd, 
that, at a Time when Scotland, ſo far from being 
united to England, was ſ to France, as well by the 
Intermarriages with, as annual Penſions receiv'd 
from, that Nation; Standing Armies in Time of 
Peace were never ſo much as thought of. (a) A 
Force proportioned to the Occaſion was raiſed ; 
whether it was to make War offenſive or defen- 
ſive, with the French or Spaniards, or to repel the 
frequent Incurſions of the Scotch upon our Borders; 
and disbanded again, as ſoon as the Conteſt was fi- 
niſh'd. If it be ask'd, Where Soldiers were found, 
fit for the Bufineſs? It is anſwered, that there ſub- 
{ilted a' numerous Militia in all Parts of the Coun- 
try. Theſe were —_— up in the Skill of handling 

D 2 the 


(a Our Kings, till after the Reffora tion, had no other 
Guards than the Love of the People, if we except a few 
Beef Eaters, who were kept more for Shew, than Safety: 
to ſetrve up his Dinner, than to awe his Subjects. 
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the Arms then in Uſe ; (as ours might in like Man- 
ner be, did we not hold the Preſervation of the Game, 
a Concern of ſuch Importance, as ought to predomi- 


nate over all others) and being moſt of them Free- 


men, who had ſomething to gain by their Victories, 
or loſe by their Defeat, fought, not only with a Senſe. 
ef Honour, but of Intereſt too; and particularly 
againſt the Scots, it was pro Arcis et Focts; that is 
to ſay, for their Wives, Children, Goods, Corn, 
and. Cattle. 

The Reigns, eſpecially, of Edward the IIId, and 
Henry the Vth, furniſh us with abundant Inſtances, 
both of Englyþh Valour and Conduct, exerted by Ar- 
mies raiſed but a few Months before. It is to little 
Purpoſe to ſay, that their Weapons, and Manner of 
Fighting, were quite different from the Preſent. Cou- 
rage and Order ever were, and ever will be, the two 

ntial Requiſites : The Firſt was found innate to 
our Country men in thoſe Days, and I hope the Breed 
is not yet, in that Particular, quite degenerated ; the 
Second, it ſhould ſeem, was in a very ſmall Time 


obtain'd; though it is hardly conceivable, that the 


drawing up of an Army, with its various Evolutions, 
before the Invention of Gun-Powder, when Succeſs 
depended ſo much more on Agility, Perſonal Bra- 


very, and Strength of Body, ſhould demand leſs Art 


in the Officer; or the Management of the Brown 
Bill, Lance, Sword, and Bow, leſs Dexterity in the 
Private Centinel, than that of the Firelock at this 
Time. We hear indeed, that the Exerciſe of theſe 
Weapons, the Bow: eſpecially, was their uſual Di- 
verſion, when diſmiſt to their reſpective Homes; 


and he who was the ſtrongeſt Archer, or beſt Markſ- 


man, was the envy of the Pariſh in which he lived. 
Now, would I gladly be informed, wherein the Dan- 
ger, Inconveniency, or great Expence, would lye, if 
the Militia here recommended, were call'd together 
from the adjacent Parts upon Holidays ; had Arms, and 
2 little Powder diſtributed to them b a Store-Keeper 


appointed for that Purpoſe 3 went through a Platoon - 
Exerciſe, under the Direction of ſome 2 


eteran, paid 
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for that Office ; and that, to render the Whole pala- 
table, a laced Hatt, ruffled Shirt, or ſome ſuch Trifle, 
was allotted as a Prize to the heſt Performer, in firing 
at a Mark. | 
To come nearer our own Times; what later Atchiev- 
ments of Courage, or Effects of Skill, can be pro- 
duced, which ſhall ſurpaſs, I might ſay, equal thoſe 
of our Countrymen, under the Conduct of Oliver 
and other Leaders on both Sides, at Home, or in- 
deed, thoſe ſent by him Abroad, when declared 
Protector? And yet it is well known that he himſelf 
was not bred up a Soldier; that his Officers were for 
the moſt Part Country *Squires ; many of them Ar- 
tificers, ſuch as Weavers, Taylors, Shoemakers, &c. 
And the Bulk of his Armies. compoſed, moreover, of 
many various diſcordant Sectaries, agreeing in nothing 
but manfully executing his ambitious Projects 3 
while cheated into a Belief, that Chriſt's Dominion was 
the Cauſe in Hand, tho', in Effect, it was hrs alone 
they were eſtabliſhing. This I ſay, was the Caſe 
during the Civil Wars; and afterwards, in the Re- 
duction of Scotland, the Forces made Uſe of were 
no better than Militia ; if I averred that they were 
not ſo well inſtructed as ours might be, it could be 
warranted; ſeeing that the Former were frequent- 
ly enliſted in one Month, and gave Battle the next, 
not a Man of them had then ever ſeen Germany, or 
Flanders : When they did, they became the Admi- 
ration of all Europe; which they likewiſe kept in 
Awe by their diſtinguiſh'd Reſolution : Tis true, 
that, before, it was Militia oppoſed to Militia, and 
thould it be. urged, that a Spirit of Enthuſiaſm was 
gone forth at that Time, which inſpired a ſuperna- 
tural Bravery ; be it remember'd too, that it was in 
Naorth-Britain at leaſt Enthuſiaſi againſt Enthuſiaſt; 
ſo that they were ſtill upon equal Terms in that Re- 
ſpe: In all Others, what Diſadvantages our Country- 
men had to encounter, will be obvious to any one 
who has ever heard of the Mountains, Lakes, Rivers, 
and Boggs, by which the Scots are naturally intrench- 
ed, and who conſiders the diſheartning Circumſtance of 
” e having 
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38 no Retreat in Caſe of a Check. Notwithſtand- 
ing all which Diſadvantages, and an Inferiority of Num- 
bers into the Bargain, we read of many a well-fought, 
and generally ſucceſsful, Action on our Side: But who 
ever heard of one Rout which might keep Pace with 
either of thoſe two infamous ones of Pre/ton-pans, or 
Falkirk ? And yet, here the Conteſt was between a 
ſtarv'd Mob of Highlanders, and regular Troops, who 
had made ſeveral Campaigns! | 

By this, however, I intend not to ridicule all Diſci- 
pline as entirely uſeleſs, Mere *Squire as I am, I have 
learnt enough from the Exerciſes I have an Opportunity 
of ſeeing at our Town's-End ; from converſing with the 
Officers; and from ſeveral Reviews I have been pre- 
ſent at, to diſcern, that Order, Silence, Patience for 
the Word of Command, together with the different 
Wheelings and Facings, are highly requiſite, and make 
the eſſential Difference between them, and an unprac- 
tis*d, uninformed Croud : But as for thoſe other Niceties, 
whether the Thumb be placed, the Muſket ſtop- 
ped, the Toe extended a Straw's Breadth more or 
leſs, higher or lower, I never cou'd learn, even 
from the Gentlemen of the Trade, (tho' I perceive 
they make a moſt fearful Coil about it) that this De- 
licacy is ever remembered in Action; and therefore 
contributes nothing to the Succeſs of a Battle, If ſo, 
to what muſt we attribute the long and painſul Ap- 
prentiſhip which Initiates are made to undergo, but to an 
Affectation of Myſteriouſneſs, incomprehenſible to all 
but Adepts; not attainable without the greateſt Diſſi- 
culty, and many occult Qualifications, which we are 
to deſpair of, and therefore firmly to believe, that a 
round ſtanding Army of 20,000 Men, at leaſt, is of 
abſolute Neceflity to our Lives and a lar: all, Per- 
haps, I am miſtaken ; and that this Practice is, as a 


Barrel thrown out to the Whale, to find him Em- 
ployment, and keep him from Miſchief, Or, as ſome 
will alledge, there is an inexpreſſible Beauty in the Uni- 
tormity of theſe minute Motions. But if that be all, 
and the Neceſſary might be procured at a ſafer and 
cheaper Rate, I would humbly put a Query, 3 
; er 
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ther it might not be more expedient for our Conſtitu- 
tion, as well as Purſes, to diſcard this Beauty at once, 
rather than to be eternally warding off the Variety of 
Miſchiefs which may very probably enſue, from ta- 
king ſuch a Termagant into Keeping ? 

The Practicability of eſtabliſhing a Militia ſuffici- 
ent for our Guard at Home, is ſo manifeſt, both from 
Reaſon, and our own Experience, that it ſhou'd ſeem 
ſcarce neceſſary to recall the great Example of the 
Romans, who ſubdued the World with no other. Up- 
on every new Expedition, we read of the Conſuls 
enrolling a new Army. Under what Regulations the 
were held, during the Peace, I am not inform'd. It 
appears they had ſufficient Leiſure to till their Land, 
and to attend their other domeſtic Affairs. But that 
they were well qualified for fighting, whenever call'd 
upon, needs no other Proof, than the wonderous Ex- 
ploits they perform'd. *Tis true, the Roman Wars 
followed one another pretty cloſely, (as they aimed at 
Conqueſt, we only at Defence, and the Extenſion 
of our Trade:) And the very ſame Men did often, 
probably, go to. the Compoſition of Armies raiſed at 
different Times; and, conſequently, were not wholly 
ignorant of their Buſineſs. At leaſt, they were join'd 
to Veterans, from whom they caught the Knack of 
executing what was diftated by Science. And does 
not our Country too, ſwarm with ſtarving Veterans 
And is it not very hopeful, that by the Help of mul- 

tiplied Treaties, and jarring Intereſts, our Intervals of 
Peace will not be of ſuch tedious Duration, as to ef- 
face the Memory, or extinguiſh the Race, of Soldiers? 
Has Old England leſs Courage, or leſs Docility, than 
Old Rome? I am very unwilling to allow the Former; 
and if the Latter be extorted, ſtill our Half-pay Offi- 
cers (an Advantage they wanted) might well ſupply 
that Defect; the rather, becauſe on this Suppoſition 
they wou'd be much more numerous. But it may be 
ſaid, We are a free Nation, and may not be compel- 
led to learn, or follow the Military Trade. I an- 
ſwer, That our Freedom depends on our being able 
to protect our Freedom: That the Romans, in the 
„ Height 


the Reman Freedom breathed its laſt. 
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Height of their Republican Glory, were not leſs, but 
more io, Yet as it was the Senate that commanded, 
they thought themfelves obliged to obey ; which too 
they did with the greater Alacrity, becaufe we no where 
find, that they were enflaved fer Life ; but contrary- 
wiſe, that They were conſtantly emancipated when the 
War was finiſhed ; when alſo, their Complaints were 
heard, in the great Aſſembly of the People, by whom they 
were redreſſed, if their Officers were found to have 
made an unjuſt, or tyrannical Uſe of their Power. 

Such was the Conduct of that ſagacious and valiant 


Nation ; equally watchful to guard their own Liber- 


ties, as to invade That of Others. Yet, am I not fo 
bigotted to their Excellencies, as to be blind to their 
Overſights; among which, I efteem it a moſt fatal 
one (tho* I do not remember that any Streſs is laid 
upon it in Hiſtory) that the Military Oath of Fide- 
Iity, Cc. was taken purely to the General for the 
Time being. This Oath, deemed inviolable, impo- 


| ſed an implicite Obedience to his Orders, from which 


himſelf only cou'd Diſcharge the Seldiers. Had it 
been taken to the State, we ought in Charity to pre- 
ſume; that it had been no lefs religiouſly obſerved : 
But that theſe Chiefs were not always diſpoſed to en- 
franchiſe them, becauſe they had Purpoſes of their own 
to ſerve by Them, I call to Witneſs Sylla, Marius, 
Pompey, &c. and, laſt of all, Julius Czar, under whoſe 
tremendous Sword, leſs merciful than that of Death, 

Hiſtorians dwell more upon another Event, as more 
deſtructive to the Republic; namely, the Profuſion 
of foreign Wealth, acquir'd by their Victories. But, 
for my Part, 1 ſhall not be poſitive which of the Two 
had the greateſt Share in its Ruin; for, I think it 
quite needleſs at this Time, to inſpire any Caution a- 
gainſt the latter Imprudence; ſeeing no great Danger, 


that our Land-Marriors ſhall this Way corrupt their 


native Land; or, indeed, enrich themſelves with the 
Spoils of any Nation, —except their own. 
I ſhall be told, perhaps, "That the Roman People were 


_ all Soldiers: Every Patrician qualified to command, 


and every Plebeian to exccute, And where, in God's 


Name 
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Name! Where would be the Harm, were it to bez 
come a Faſhion among our Gentlemen, to dedicate Part 
of the Time they now beſtow on Hunting, Cards, and 
other Diſſipations of it, to the uſeful Diverſion of ren- 
dring themſelves, and Neighbours, in their ſeveral Diſ- 
tricts, expert in the Military Art? It is but a very 
few Years ago, when, threatned with an Invaſion, ane 
moſt of our regular Troops beyond Sea, all Claſſes ol 
Men were, in great Hurry, taking up Arms, combinin 

into Corps, and informing themſelves in the »/e/u! Part 
of the Exerciſe, viz. the habituating themſelves to 
the Noiſe of Vollies, to the ſeveral Wheelings and 
Facings, and to attending the Word of Command. 94 
In that 8 Time, when it was apprehended, 
that the Winds might, from every Point of the Com- 
paſs, waft over our Enemies, how gladly was every 
Propoſition of Social Aid liſtned to? With what Smiles 
was the Country Gentlemans Information, Advice, 
and 'Tenders of Service, received | Even Lord Head- 
long himſelf, I am told, wou'd condeſcend to ſtop in 
his Career, and graciouſly ſhake the clumſey Hand 
which proferred the leaſt Succour, The Pretender at 
our Doors, and the French every Hour expected on 
the Coaſts of Kent and Suſſex, the Belief began to ob- 
tain, that the Gentry and Commonalty of England, 
might poſſibly be of uſe to their own Preſervation 
and accordingly, that it was expedient to truſt them 
with Arms, But, alas | how late was it, before this Pa- 
triot Zeal was call'd upon; and how ſoon forgot, When 
the tremendous Cloud was diſſipated | Thrice happy 
England, who can with ſuch Facility obliterate as well 
the Benefits ſhe receives from her Friends, as the In- 
juries from her Enemies! Who can indolently ap- 
plaud herſelf for the Eſcapes ſhe has made; and with 
ſcciptural Reſignation, take nv Thought tor To- inor- 
row | Had our wiſe Politicians at the Helm, but ſet _ 
about the forming a good Militia, even when the 
War with Spain Was declared, which every Child 
foreſaw, would be tollowed by one with France, and 
as certainly, that we were to be threatned with the 
Pretender, is there a thinking Man alive, who can 
| K imagine 
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imagine, that the Freach would have dared to invade 
us with ſo ſmall a Force? And if they ſent a greater, 
they muſt have been proportionably weakned at Home, 
and expoſed to a Retaliation, which, bow unſeaſona- 
bly and unſucceſsfully ſoever it was afterwards at- 
tempted, they had no Defice to invite. But they 
were thoroughly appriſed of our Condition; and 
that a Handful of Men were ſufficient to brave, with 
 Impunity, a Country disjointed by domeſtic Feuds, al- 
moſt devoid of regular Troops, and having ſcarce one 
Man beſides, who knew how to level a Musket, keep 
his Rank, or enured to the Din of Powder. 5 

Again; after our diſciplined Corps had providen- 
tialh got Home, and by their Seceffion, an almoſt 
unconteſted Scope was left to the common Enemy, 
to over- run Flanders and Holland ; when Marſhal 
Made was at Newcaſtle, within a few Days March 
of the Rebels, at the Head of a formidable and well- 
provided Army ; is it conceivable, that a wretched 
Crew of half-ftarv'd, half-naked, half-arm'd Higb- 
anders, with an effeminate Italian at their Head, and 
no Officers of greater Note about him, than Suli- 
van and Glenbucket, could poffibly have eluded the 
Marſhal's Diligence; could have danced the Circle 
round him as they did ; laughed at his Efforts to come 
up with them; and, laſtly, in Contempt of him, and 
10 the Reproach of the whole Englih Nation, pene- 
trated as far as Derby (a), in Cafe the Kingdom had 
been provided with a well regulated Militia? 

It is granted, that the Highlanders, in general, are 
brought up in the Uſe of their own and our Wea- 
pons. What is the Caſe now, I know not; but till 
lately not a Man of them ſtirred out of his Hut, with- 
out his Piftols, and Durk, ftuck in his Girdle, and 
his Broad Sword by his Side. As for the handling of 
the Firelock, Evolutions, &c, thanks to our ſagacious 
Management, great Pains have been taken to inſtru 


them 


(a) Was there no River, no Paſs, no Hedges, or Hollow 
Ways, by which their March coeld have been impeded, 
and Time gain'd at leaſt ? 4 
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them throughly, by Means of the Independent Com- 


panies, into which they were all enrolled by Turns; 


and ſo all become qualihed, with Succeſs, to turn 
the Science to our Confuſion, as, in Effect, upon ſe- 
veral Occaſions, they did. Egregious Penetration ! to 
inſtitute a Seminary for Robbers I Banditti ! who be- 
ing divided into Clanſhips, prey upon each other ; 


and, in Defiance of all Laws, blindly follow wherever 


their Chiefs, or rather, wherever Plunder leads them, 
One of theſe Companies was not long ago, under the 
Command of the ever- memorable Lord Lovat ; and I 
am told, that Glenbucket might have had another, 
bad the Fool known how to flatter Lord F——4. 


Is it ſaid, That this is ſetting a Thief to catch a Thief? 


It may be anſwered, That England has caught, and 
will catch, a Tartar, as often as this Maxim is put to 
the Proof, 18 

But let us ſuppoſe, for a Moment, that the Scotch 
Runts, together with their Sheep, could not graze in 
Peace without theſe Strephons for their Guard, (for, by 
the Way, tis ſaid, they frequently go ſnacks with the 
Wolves) ſtill, may I not be allowed to affirm, that our 
Freedom, and Properties, are as well worth preſerving, 
as their Cattle? Preſerved by whom? Not by Merci- 
naries, whether regimented, or formed into indepen- 
dent Companies, but by ſuch as have a direct, or, at 
leaſt, a colateral Intereſt in their Preſervation: And 
when TI ſay a colateral Intereſt, I mean to include the Ar- 
tificer, Labourer, and, in general, every Man who en- 
joys Property of any Kind under the Benefit of our 
Laws. It tends ſo evidently to the Welfare of every 
Individual, to protect a Country which protects him, 
that I perſuade myſelf little more than a Permiſſion 
is wanted, to ſet the whole Kingdom at work to 
render themſelves capable of doing it effectually; 
more eſpecially, as this Diverſion would be attended 
with no other Coſt than that of ſome leiſure Hours, 
amply. compenſated, if only the Self- ſatis faction of 
being their own Guardians were to enſue: But how 


much more ſolidly repaid, by the Diminution, and, in 
Time, the Abolition, of Taxes on Land, and on 
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every neceffary to Life, which muſt of Courſe follow 
upon the Diſcharge of an Army at once ſo burthen- 
ſome to their Purſes, and hazardous to their Li- 
berties ? 

Every Argument for the Prohibition of the Uſe; 
and Exerciſe of Arms, to the Scotch Highlanders, is 
as ſtrong for the Permiſſion, and even for inculcating 
that Praftice amongſt us, There, the common Peo- 
ple are generally Robbers from their Birth, What 


Principle they have, is for the moſt Part Jacobitiſm; 


as Enemies to the Union, and panting after a King 
of their own ancient Family of the Stuarts. To ſuch 
a Degree is this Prepoſſeſſion, that I am credibly in- 
form'd, by ſome of their own Gentlemen, that many, 
even of their Preſbyterians, ſigh for a Popiſh Pretender, 


and that his Picture is a principal Ornament in their 


Houſes. The Law, it is true, has ſome Time ago 
ſet them free from the blind Vaſſalage which they 
owed to their Chiefs ; and England has lately pur- 


chaced anew their Redemption, at a very high Price: 


But it is greatly to be fear'd, that more powerful 
Cuſtem will always prevail; and that, upon every 
Commotion, they will join the Herd which wears 
their Name, unleſs tempted to deſert it, by the 
Hopes of richer Booty. Accordingly, it was found, 


that many of Thoſe belonging to what they call the 


Loyal Clans, ſided with the Rebels in the laſt Rebel- 
Jion ; and, indeed, they muſt do ſo, when Plunder 
is the Motive, ſince . well know, that it is not 
in their own, but their Enemy's Camp, that they are 
do look for it. Moreover, leſt a Grain of Honour, 
or a Scruple cf Conſcience, ſhould perchance moleſt 


a ſqueamiſh Mind, a Salvo is not unfrequently laid 


hold of, to reconcile Fidelity to Avarice ; which is, 
that ſome unnatural Son, or headſtrong Brother (with- 
put the Conſent, or Knowledge of the Proprietor, 
whom we are to ſuppoſe a Zealot for the Houſe of 
Hanover ) is to run away with the Flock; and before 
the innocent Animals are aware, league them in a 
Conſpiracy againſt their King and Country. 

The Mountains, Bogs, Lakes, and other Faſt- 

Fs ö ? - nefles, 
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neſſes, with which their Habitations abound, and 
which render them inacceſſible to all beſides, preſent 
another Reaſon for prohibiting to them the Uſe of of- 
ſenſive Weapons; om the Odds are fo greatly on 
the Side of their employing them againſt the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment. Having no Property in Lands, as 
holding their Farms purely at the Will of the Lairds ; 
no Manufactures, no Commerce, no Artificers, no 
Houſhold- Furniture; but lazily ey OC 
from Hand to Mouth, upon Oatmeal, 
long Kale, and lying upon Heath, it is no Wonder if 
they are ever ready to fiſh in troubled Waters, as we 
ſay, whence there is a Poſſibility of Gain, but none 
of Lol. +: BY 

Now; Is any Part of this Deſcription (and J am not 
ſenſible of having exaggerated) applicable here? If we 


have our Highwaymen, Foot-pads, Shoplifters, Pick- 


pockets, &c. they are nevertheleſs divided into very 
{mall Combinations of Three, Four, or perhaps at moſt 
half a Score : They have no avowed Chiefs, either by 
Law, or Preſcription, whoſe Quarrels they think them- 
ſelves obliged to fight, in order to gratify his Revenge, 
ſatiare his Ambition, or-indulge his Avarice. Have we 
our Vagabonds ? Proviſion is made of Bridewells, 
where they may be compelled to work for their daily 
Bread; and the innocently-Neceſſitous are taken Care 
of by Poors Rate, Almſhouſes, &c. The Bulk of our 


common People may, therefore, be divided into Far- 


mers, Manufacturers, Artificers, and Labourers ; the 
leaſt of whom have ſome Property, though but their 
Houſhold Gear, and neceſſary Tools. Many of the 
Firſt, have conſiderable Stakes in Land of their own; 


as alſo have many of the Others, in Stock, whether 


Cattle, or Materials for carrying on their reſpective 
Callings. All, it is preſumed, do ardently defire the 
ſafe and unmoleſted Poſſeſſion of what they now enjoy; 
and would gladly leap at any Offer which ſhould pro- 
miſe them an Acquiſition to their Wealth, or, which is 
the ſame Thing, a Saving to their Expences: And if 
fo, can any Man, who is not an obſtinate Sceptic, 


doubt, Whether the Hopes of procuring a Reduction of 


the 


ater, and 
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the Taxes on Soap, Candles, Salt, Leather, c. Ce. 
in Proportion as their Zeal and Diligence ſhould en- 
force the Reduction of the Army, could fail of proving 
2 moſt feeling Iaducement to the utmoſt Exertion of 
both ? Is there any one ſo blind to his own immediate 
Intereſt and Safety, as ta grudge the Price of ſome idle 
Hours, otherwiſe unthriftily conſumed at Cricket, or 
Ninepins ? It is not to be imagined, of the People in 
eneral; and, fhould any Particulars prefer an Aa- 
2 to this profitable Diverſion (for I cannot ſuppoſe 
any Gentleman to be backward) a ſmall Fine, or 
other Penalty, on the Abſentee, without realonable 
Cauſe ſhewn, muſt prove the Cure. 8 
But, the People of England are for the meſt Part 
Facebates, it ſeems; and, therefore, by no Means to be 
truſted with the Defence of their Country, which is 
better taken Care of by a Standing Army of Hirelings, 
without cither Property, or Probity ; the Seum of the 
Society, and often the Refuſe of Goals, Theſe are 
commanded, tis true, by Gentlemen of liberal Edu- 
cation, who, as you obſerve, are many of them allied to, 
and ſome poſſeſſed of, conſiderable Eſtates : And ſo far 
it were well: But then they are Officers at the ſame 
Time; and as ſuch, accountable to a Power diſtin 
from (I had almoſt ſaid ſuperior to) the Civil, This 
Circumſtance, therefore, which on one Side wears a 
Face of Security, upon turning the Reverſe, diſcovers 
2 Danger, not only that the Perſons immediately, but 
thoſe mediately concern'd in the Iſſues of Preferment 
or Diſgrace, and ſo in a natural Concatenation the 
whole Community, may be warped by this primum Ado» 
bile, Experience has evinced too, that Patriot, and 
Military Henour, have often widely different Ideas an- 
nexed to them: And our own, as well as Foreign 
Hiſtory, affords us many, and ſome not very remote, 
Inſtances of their Claſhings ; in which Conteſt, the 
Firſt has uſually been ſacrificed by the hot-headed 
Votaries of the Latter. 
It has been ſaid, and I think upon no bad Grounds, 
that on certain Occaſions tis impoſſible for a zealous 
Hapiſt to remain a good Englſa'Subjett 3 becauſe, as 


ſuch, 


G 


ſuch, he muſt acknowledge a Paramount - Authority 
in the Pope, incompatible with our Government; 
this Authority reaching even to his Soul, and claims 
the Preference, on Pain of its Damnation : The Pa- 
rallel, tis true, will not hold to a mathematical Exact- 
neſs, with Reſpe& to the zealous Officer, or tho- 
rough-paced Diſciplinarian, in the Military Accepta- 
tion of that Word : His eternal Happineſs has, indeed, 
no Share in this Conſideration : But as for his Tz 

ral — it is referr'd to the Judement of thoſe who ſhall 
peruſe the Articles of War with Attention, to what 
Degree the Bread he eats, the Preferment he hopes 
for, the Reputation he enjoys, and even his Exiſtence 
itſelf, is ſubjected to the High Prieſts or [ngur/itors of 
Mars ; and, conſequently, to what Lengths this in- 
tereſting Bigotry might carry his Worſhippers, if ever, 
for our Sins, a Competition ſhould happen between 
the Sword and the Mace. 

But, to return to the Charge of Jacobitiſim: It is no 
more in'my Inclination, than in my Power, to make 
the Apology of "Thoſe who are really Such : There 
are but two Claſſes in which they can properly be 
placed, viz. The conſcientious Nonjuror, and the 
Miſcreant, who having ſwallowed all the Oaths with- 
out Digeftion, is ready to diſgorge them, to make 
room for his Spleen, his Revenge, or what he may 


 prepoſterouſly think his Intereſt. As to the Firſt, if 


my Pity wilt do him any Credit, he is welcome to it : 
But let him take Notice, that J afford it to him, as 
I would to the Indian Devotee of a Serpent, or any 
other pernicious Animal, whoſe very Religion is con- 
ſcientious Stupidity. For the Latter, let his own Heart 


tell him in what Light he mult appear to all whe are 


indued with the leaſt Spark of Virtue, or indeed Com- 
mon Senſe. The Truth is, that the Folly of the one, 
and the Wickedneſs of the other, are ſo much in Ex- 
ceſs, that it demands the ſtrongeſt Proof: in Nature, 
to render it credible, that their Numbers are conſider- 
able, much leſs formidable, I ſpeak not of profeſſed 
Roman Catholics, Sc. whoſe Amount might pretty 
nearly be known, and their Principles warded againſt 
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in Times of Danger: But for the reſt, I, whoſe Af- 
fairs carry me, by Turns, into many different Parts 
of England, and oblige me to converſe with all Ranks 
of People, can diſcover as yet the infallible Symptoms 
of that Political Reprobation but on very few. It is 
confeſled, that 1 cannot bring myſelf to conſider as 
ſuch, every Complaint I hear againſt the Rapaciouſ- 
neſs of fome, the Profuſion of others, the uniyerſal 
Corruption which reigns, the almoſt total Decay of 
Public Spirit, the Spirit of Faction which triumphs o- 
ver the Public in its Room, the Miſmanagement of 
the Public Treaſure, the wanton Diſtribution of it to 
Individuals, whilſt the Generality are groaning under 
the Load of Taxes, the ill conducted Wars with our 
Enemies, the puſilanimous Aſſertion of our Rights in 
Peace; and, finally, the ignominious Diſtruſt implyed 
in that Rod of Iren which is held over us, and which 
(at an immenſe Expence to themſelves) we are obliged 
to kiſs, with much the ſame Terror, and for much the 
ſame Reaſon, that the Indian above-mentioned adores 
the noxious Creature which may deftroy him. On 
the contrary, ſome of theſe very Complaints do, in 
my Mind, carry along with them convincing Marks 
of Love to the Country of which the Complainants are 
Members: They ſee and feel the Diſeaſes which af- 
fe& her, and only call aloud on her Phyſicians for Reme- 
dies : And is that the Voice of an Enemy ? Or can any 
one ſeriouſly think, that a Recovery out of ſuch a 
ſickly State, and a Re-eſtabliſhment of the Conſtitu- 
tion, would hurt the Cauſe of the Proteftant Religion, 
would ſbake the Eſtabliſhment of our Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtic Government, and ſerve the Purpoſes of a 
| Popiſh Pretender? Certainly no: For, certainly the 
preſent Happy E/tabliſhment, and the Happineſs of 
the Country, are not Inconſiſtences, which ſuch a 

Thought would imply. ISS 
Whether all thefe Complaints have a real Founda- 
tion, or proceed meerly from Vapours, is not my pre- 
ſent Buſineſs to diſcuſs : But it would be ſomewhat 
00 late to deny, that I look upon a Standing Army 
| as one of thoſe Makadigs which cannot be miſtaken, 
Wy nor 
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not is the Cure leſs obvious: For This, no Noftrums 
are requiſite : A plain Regimen of Sweetneſs cou'd not 
fail of eradicating the peccant Humours of the Peo- 
ple, ſowered by nothing ſo much as the Correſiues 
with which they have been zreated, and particularly 
by this nauſeating Drug. In plain Terms, and to 
obviate the trite Witticiſm, That I talk too much lite an 
Apothecary, I mean, That, diſmiſſing Jani ſaries, Spabis, 
&c. our invaluable Conſtituticn ſhou'd be confided to 
the Hands of Thoſe who are moſt nearly concerned 
in its Preſervation z and to whom it mult needs be 
farther endeared by ſuch a Confidence. It is an Axi- 
om in good Policy, that the greateſt Strength, even of 
a Monarchy Deſpotic, conſiſts in the Love of the 
People: And, vice verſa : — If there be any Truth in it, 
how much more in this Government ? And what more 
conciliating than a Meaſure, which, at the ſame Time 
that it obviates this Subject of Diſcontent, muſt like- 
wiſe, in a great Degree, remove all the reſt ? 

But it may be ſaid, That I go too faſt : That we 
are not ripe for ſuch a Truſt : And, that it remains 
to be proved, That the Majority of Engli/bmen are not 
Facobites, And here 1 might very fairly put the Proof 
of the Affirmative on ſuch an ObjeQtor : In Truth, 
the Taſk would be hard, provided he might have a 
ſingle Datum conceded to him, viz. That every Man 
who utters a Word of Diſlike to any one Step, of any 

one Miniſter, is, p/o fate, a Jacobite. At this Rate 
of Reckoning, it muſt be confeſſed, they wou'd be 
found numerous indeed ! But it happens unluckily for 
him, that this will no longer paſs as a warrantable 
Deduction in Political Logic. Every common Under- 


ſtanding, has long ago learnt to diſtinguiſh between the 


Enemies of a Miniſtry, and thoſe of our Conſtitution ; 
and can diſcern; that on many Occaſions, a Friendſhi 


to Both, is quite incompatible; That the Teſt of true 


Patriatiſm is not, the adhering to this, or that Man, 
or Set of Men, but in uniformly eee the Re- 
ligious and Civil Liberties, and in them the Happineſs 


of their Country, in Oppoſition to A who would en- 
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danger them. This, I fay, Sir, is now well under 
ſtood, even by the Vulgar: And if, through the Ex- 
ample of their Betters, (who may perhaps have only 
ſelfiſh Views, in diſtreſſing an Adminiſtration, merely 
to obtain a Share in it, and of which ſome late Inſtan- 
ces, have been attended with unmerited Succeſs) They 
ſhould now and then be miſled into intemperate Hears 
and unreaſonable Clamours ; ſtill, that their Quarrel is 
not to our happy Caonft:tution itſelf, but to thoſe 
whom they apprehended to be. the Debauchers of it, 
was plainly evinced by the Conduct of the Genera- 
lity, when, in the late ſevere Trial, they eagerly of- 
fered their Perfons, and (what is more) liberally open- 

ed their Purſes in its Defence. | 
Allow, That ſome Profligates and: Defperadoes, real- 
ly malevolent to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and flat- 
tering themſelves with a. Relief to their Spleen and 
Wants, from a Change, do join in the Cry for Refor- 
mation, their intereſted Concurrence does not con- 
clude againſt the Neceſſity of it: Nay, it it known, 
| they do not Deſire to obtain what they clamour- for; 
as 5 that to obtain it were Death to them; 
that in Conſequence, they muſt fare like the hunted 
Deer, be driven from all Socicty, nor ever hope to ſee 
| a Revolution in their Favour ;. and, therefore they 
dread nothing. ſo much as the Union which mutual 
Confidence wou'd beget. The moſt efftual Method 
then, to diſappoint them, is, without Regard to their 
private Intentions, to remove every juſt Cauſe of Dif- 
quietude, and candidly demonſtrate to the Good Peo- 
le of Englaud wherein they, the People, are unjuſt. 
In the mean Time, Mr. Pope's Precept to Poets, may, 
I think, not unaptly, be apply'd in this Place to the. 
Politicians at the Helm: | | 


Truſt not yourſelf ; but your Defects to know, 
Adviſe with ev'ry Friend, — and ev'ry Foe. 


In which of theſe Claſſes I ſhall be ranked by 
them, is not much my Concern, Amicus N.—— A. 
mic us P. ſed magis Amicus Veritas. Obſcure as Jam, | 

envy 
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. envy none his high or lucrative Station: It is fit that 
the painful Pre-eminence, the. arduous Taſk of righte- 
ouſly governing a Free People, ſhou'd be rewarded 


by due Profits and Honours, Yet be it always re- 


membered, that ſomething of a quite different Sort 
is due to Such as, being elected, or having thruſt them- 
ſelves into theſe important Offices, ſhall think of no- 
thing leſs, than of rendering the Community happy, 
nor more, than of aggrandizing, and enriching their 
Families at the Expence, and to the Detriment of 
the Commonweal. Let them not forget particularly, 
That the creating, and afterwards fomenting Jae 
and Heart · burnings between a Prince and his Subjects, 
has made one of the principal Articles in Impeach- 
ments, when Impeachments were in Faſhion. 
Certain it is, and I defy all Oppoſers to produce 
one Inſtance to the contrary, that the Attachment of 


the Engliſb People to their Prince and Country, has 


ever borne a Proportion to the Lenity, Juſtice, Zqua- 
lit, and Affection with which they were treated, by 
Thoſe in High Places. The Effects of theſe are 


Home-felt, and will never fail to extort a Blefling on 


the Authors, in Spight of all Calumny, and the ex- 
ploded Tenets of Jure Drvine-Herednary Right, &c. 
now held in as great Contempt among us, as the In- 
_ fallibility of the Papacy. By Theſe, and only Theſe, 
are a reciprocal'Fondneſs, a chearful Obedience, and 
{ſtrenuous Concurrence with Governors, excited, in- 
ſured, or recovered. It is altogether ridiculous in pri- 
vate Men to pretend a Love to their Rulers, 
abſtracted from the Good they derive from them: 
Our Blefſed Saviour treats as abſurd, the Profeſſion of it, 
even to Got whom we have not ſeen, preferably to 
our Neighbour whom we do ſee. *Univerfal Benefi- 
_ cence, an impartial Diſtribution of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, Bounty in Reference to his own, and 
Parſimony in Regard to the Common-wealth ; a pa- 
rental Solicitude for the Happineſs of the Hole, in 
Contra- diſtinction to Factions of all Kinds, are the ole 
Atcdiums through which ay, who do not approach the 
A r 
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Throne, [and nevertheleſs are its main Pillars] can. 
ſee the Perſon who fills it. 
And now, methinks, I hear ſome furious P=—zte, 
cry out, A Broad · bottom A malcantent Broad- 
battom ! And, according to the preſent reigning Sy-. 
flew, tis well if I even eſcape Condemnation as a 
rank Facobite, It may be faid, by ſuch Politicians, 
that I ought to have exprated for myſelf, e' er I under- 
took for the People. If that be not already done, 
in reſpect to this laſt Appellation, [for with ſome 
Reſerves I plead Guilty to the firſt Indictment] and if 
there be a Lice here found, contrary to the uncor- 
rupted Notions affixed to Patrioti/m, I will take to 
myſelf, what I have long obſerved of moſt modern 
Ibigs, viz, That they know not what Spirit they are of, 
To me it is manifeſt, that the ſaid J/higs have changed 
Sides with the Torzes of this Day; both acting diame- 
trically contrary to the Principles they ſet out with. 
Thus it will bappen, ſo long as Caprice, Spleen, Self- 
intereſt, or, in a Word, any Paſſion ſhall dictate in 
the Chair of Truth. By her Light, indeed, the 
Mig has been led to give up Fanaticiſm, together 
with Democracy, under which our Fathers ſmarted ſo 
ſeverely : And the Tory his Jus Divinum, and Pa: 
five Obedience, which he finds no longer tenable; but, 
ſoon quitting her for Guides better ſuited to Depra- 
vity, the Former has deviated into rapacious Servility, 
and the Latter into licentious Itreverence. 
The Views of the Leaders on each Side, are perhaps 
the very ſame, viz. Immediate Power, and its Concomi- 
tants : Or, at leaſt, may warrant ſuch an Aſſertion; 
and the Uſe which has been made of them, Whether 
a Change, or a Mixture, would mend the Matter, may 
admit of a Doubt, with ſuch as have lately obſerved the 
wide Diſtance between Profeſſion and Performance. 
But in the mean Time, the Conteſt itſelf is a ſtand- 
ing Proof, That neither can mean to overturn the Eſta- 
bliſhment : Becauſe This is not to be effected, but by 
the Introduftion of Deſpotiſm, which, ſwallowing up 
every other Power, muſt effectually deſtroy the Ob- 
jects now contended for, In ſuch a Situation, the 5 
* 
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verſe Parties muſt equally bid an eternal Adieu to all 
Brigueing at Elections, Seats in Parliament, and Op- 
poſitions there, when merely to, force themſelves into 
Office, or more arrogant and ungrate ful Reſignations in 
Times of public Calamity, The Prince's Will, then 
becoming the ſole Law, abject Submiſſion and whole- 
ſale Flattery, muſt become the only Price of his Favour, 
which, conſequently, none but the Courtiers about 
his Perſon weuld have an Opportunity to bid for. 
Whereas now, from the Peaſant who takes a Bribe 
and gets Drunk free-coft at a Randing, to him who 
is intoxicated with his Riches, Influence, Power, or 
Independency, there is ſcarce a Man in England, 
who feels not the Effects of Liberty, even in its A- 
buſe : And ſo, our Vices themſelves, viz. Pride, Am- 
bition, Luxury; Avarice, &c. (for I am cautious of 
attributing any over-rigid Virtue to my Compatriots) 
do all combine with the innate Love of Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtie Freedom, to keep out a Pupil of Rome and 
France. Whether they wou'd do ſo, to keep any 
particular Miniſtry in, is a Concern which ſome may 
have much more at Heart ; but does not, I own, at- 
fect mine, comparably with the Idea of an undivided 
People, co-operating zealouſly for their mutual Strength 
and Happineſs, with a Patriot-Prince. 5 
That this Idea might, by proper Management, be 
formed into a Reality, is an Opinion I am fo clear in, 
that I ſhall not fear to recall to your Review a Trea- 


tiſe (if it has yet eſcaped out of the Oven) wrote a 
few Years ago, entitled, The Senſe of an Englifh- 


man on the pretended Coalition of Parties, &c. where- 


in this Champion for eternal Diviſion, labours hard 


to have it believ'd, That at leaſt nine Parts in ten of 
the People of England are, or would be, Felo de ſe; 
and with their Eyes wide open, defire ardently ta 
exchange every Bleſſing they ſee and feel, for every 
Curſe they moſt dread. - It I did not fear that ſo 
ſhocking a Propoſition might be looked upon as a 
Phantom of my own raiſing, you ſhou'd not be trou- 
pled with. the following "Tranſcript z but that you 
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maybe enabled to meaſure this Hercules by his Foot, 
take his firſt Stride in his own Words. 


. 00.64.04 
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* All Conſtitutions (favs he) or Political Eſtabliſn- 
ments, are no otherwiſe to be ſupported than by 
competent Numbers intereſted in their Preſervation : 
And tho” a free Government -muſt, from its happy 
Effects, naturally intereſt the whole People to pre- 
ſerve it, yet the People- are. governed by Depen- 
dencies on great E/tates in the Country, and on 
great Dealers in Trading Towns. They give their 
Suffrage to thoſe who give them Bread; and take 
their Impreſſions from thoſe on whom they have a 
Dependance. Frome hence, the Landed Men, the 
Moneyed Men, and the Clergy, reſpectively, acquire 
an Influence upon the private Intereſts of the Peo- 
ple ; an Influence which may withdraw the People 
from their Public Intereſts, when Ambition, or un- 
reaſonable Views, poſſeſs great Numbers of leading 
Men among them. 

It will then, be apparent, that tho' the Proteſtant 
Succeſſen hath produced ever .ſo many Advantages 
to the Briti/þ Nation; and tho” it be the greateſt 
Good which the People of Britain can deſire ; tho” 
it be the Intereſt of the whole Nation to preſerve 
and perpetuate this happy Eſtabliſhment ; tho' Men 
muſt be deprived of human Senſe and Reflection, who 
do not ſee the Benefits of it to be infinitely greater 
than all that could be boaſted of under different 
Titles, or under former Governments ; yet, it there 
be a Number of great Eftates in the Country, or 
of great Dealers in Trading Towns ; if there be a 
Part of the leading Gentlemen, or others, whoſe 
Ambition, or unreaſonable Views, whoſe Reſent- 
ments, whoſe -Prejudices, or Miſtakes have drawn 


them away from their ſtrict Duty, or have made 


them averſe, or indifferent to the Support of the 
Eſtabliſhment; that Part of the People, however 
numerous they may be, whoſe private Intereſts are 
in the Power of theſe leading Perſons, will be ſe- 
duced from the juſt Senſe of their Public — 
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© and by ſuch Means a Nation may become, in a dan- 
c. prom Degree, diſaffected to their own Happineſs.” 
as there ever ſo filly, and at the ſame Time ſo 
diſtorted a Picture drawn, of a generous People, fa- 
mous all over the known World, for the Solidity of 
their Underſtanding, and Jealouſy of the leaſt En- 
croachment on their Civil, or Religious Rights? And 
yet this audacious Author perſiſts to aſſert, in the ſame 
Strain throughout his Book, That theſe Men of great 
Eſtates, theſe Moneyed Men, theſe great Traders, and 
Dealers, together with the Clergy indiſcriminately ; 
in a Word, every one who is moſt nearly concerned in 
the Preteflant Succeſſion, yet who is not a hig in his 
Senſe of the Word, that is to fay, firmly linked with 
the Miniſtry, is in a Conſpiracy to bring in a Po- 
piſh Tyrant;. as a ſovereign Remedy to all their 
Grievances, real; or imaginary, Riſum teneatis A- 
mice? If this be true, the preſent Scheme for enlarg- 
ing Bedlam, is well accounted for; and J hope that 
one at leaſt, in every County, may be erected out of 
Hand; On the other Hand, if it- be nothing like 
Truth, it were pity, methinks, that the Author ſhou'd 
be unprovided of a Cell ſome where or other; and ſo, 
with greater Satisfaction, I ſhould take my Leave of 

him. | 
Thus far I ſhall not feem to have digreſſed imperti- 
nently, if it be confidered, that the Point in View, is 
to expoſe the Abſurdity, and every Way pernicious 
Tendency of that Doctrine, which maintains, That 
the People of England are not to be truſted with Arms 
for their own Defence; but, on the contrary, require 
a large Army, no leſs to curb, than to protect them; 
W hereas, I think it is clear to a Demonſtration, that 
they have every Incitement to the Concurrence of 
their Hearts, and Hands, in this Work — except that 
of being truſted. Hence proceeds the ſeeming Aver- 
ſion, Coldneſs, and Indifference complained of; To 
what ? Or whom ? Not to the K—g, or Conſtitution 
in Church or State; but to Thoſe who beſiege, and e- 
clipſe the Pr—ce, intercepting every warin Ray of 
: MAfectien 
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Afetion- and Benevelence inherent in him; and who; 
intent on ſecuring their own, are regardleſs whether 
his Dominion be pleaſant or irkſome, The Army, for 
Example, is a Ta which carries a Variety of Edges, 
and carves them out a Number of Dependencies, 
What wou'd become of them, if h— M— was once 
to diſcover, that the People's Love was a ſufficient 
Guard to him, and the Realm? And if the Engliſb 
People were to find out their own Strength, Virtue, 
and Importance? That Both ſhould come to paſs, 
ſeems, to a plain Underſtanding, devoutly to be 
wiſhed. But Mammon forbids, that any of his Ado- 
rers ſhou'd be ſo wanting to themſelves ! In vain is 
public Utility urged, if it ſquares not with the nar- 
row Views of a Funto, Even the M ch muſt 
yield to Theſe ; whilſt neither Duty, Reverence, Gra- 
titude, Regard to Conjunctures, or Compaſſion to the 
Country,cou'd fet any Bounds to their Preſumption; nor 
 Avarice, then diſcoverable no leſs in their affected Selſ- 
denial, than before in the Exorbitancy of their Claims, 
Such Proficientsare too diſcerning in what relates to their 
Intereſts, not to perceive, that a whole People, united 
in Affection to their Prince, by the Confidence repo- 
fed in them, muſt be deſtructive of their Traffick ; as 
indeed, it wou'd bid fair for putting an effectual End 
to all Caballing. Hinc ile lachrymee ! 

It is not, then, for the Information of theſe cunning 
Ones, that, having already touched upon the great In- 
conveniences we ſuffer'd, and the Hazards we ran, 
during the late Scotch Rebellion, by the Neglect of a 
well-train'd Militia ; I now, in few Words, preſent to 
your View, Sir, ſome of the various, and great Advan- 
tages, which, in all Probability, muſt have accru'd to 
theſe Kingdoms, had ſuch a Militia been timely pro- 
vided. And firſt, our regular Troops (fince it was 
ever judged adviſeable to ſend them) might have con- 
tinued Abroad, and at leaſt have interrupted the 
French Conqueſts in Dutch Flanders, Secondly, We 
might have ſpared the vaſt Expence of the Hire, and 
Tranſport of the Heſſians, whoſe Aid muſt, in that 
| | * | 1 0 Caſe, 
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Caſe, have been deem'd as uſeleſs, as indeed it proved 
when they wete here. Lafdly, our Navy, inſtead of 
being detain'd on our Coaſts, might ſafely, and (if we 
may judge by Appearances) ſucceſsfully have been 
employ'd to the utter Ruin of the Enemies; at leaſt to 
the utter Ruin of their Commerce, and even the Ex- 
termination of its Sources, in their Ye and Eaſt-In- 
dia Colonies : Whereas we are now obliged to wran- 
gle in vain fer the Security of our own —— For it is 
to be noted, that neither were Pondicherry, nor the 
Iſles of Bourbon, any more than their Poſſeſſions in 
Amorica, at that Time, in any State of Defence, com- 
parable to That which they were afterwards put into; 
and this Neglect aroſe from a Perſuaſion, perhaps, 
that They had more Friends than Enemies among our- 
felves. 3 Man's Reaſon will ſuggeſt to him, the 
immenſe Acquiſition of immediate Riches which muſt 


Have attended ſuch an Event, not to ſpeak of the 


Foundation laid for the Future. France had found, to 


her Coft, that all Flanders, and Holland into the Bar- 


ain, was but a wretched Exchange for her Fleet, and 
Trade; and would gladly have reſtored the Former, 
in the beſt Plight, to have ſaved the ſmall Remains 


of the Latter, by a Chart -Blanche- Peace. 


Is it enquired, W hat hindered all this from coming to 
paſs? The Anſwer is in two Words Mutual 


Natel And, are there no Remedies proper for this 


ational Fever ? Is it not worth while to make 
one Experiment, or ſo much as conſult the Pulſe of 


the Patient:? Muſt the Diſeaſe be ſuffered to run 


Riot, till a new Acceſs (for ſuch like Occaſions may 
happen again) exciting a new Terror, ſhall unite us 
(not in Love, but in Fear) too late to reap the Fruits 


abovementioned, though, as before, we may poſſibly 


be fortunate enough to repulſe the Invaders ? 
But it our Navy is not to be rely'd on for our Se- 


curity, I ſhould be glad to know, what fitter Seaſon 


we can ever expect for the Re · eſtabliſhment of our 


MHMilitia than This, when we are in a profound Peace 


with all the World, the Country ſwarming with diſ+ 
G banded 
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banded Soldiers, whoſe Number would then be en- 
creaſed, and by whoſe Means their Fellow- Subjects 
might quickly be taught the Uſe of Arms; and that 
we are bleſſed with a King, in his ewn Diſpoſition 
as Equitable and benevolent as ever fat upon this, or 
any other Throne; one, who looking upon all his 
Subjects as his Political Children, and in the Recti- 
tude of his Heart, abhorring the Thoughts of in- 
fringing their municipal Laws, or even creating their 
Diſquietude, would undoubtedly conſent to the Remo- 
val of every Danger that threatned them, though ne- 
ver ſo remotely, either from Foreign, or Domeſtic 
Enemies. oo SET bY.) 
I am, however, ſenſible there is one Objection more 
to the Militia here recommended in the Room of a 
large Standing Army; namely, That if another War 
ſhould break out on the Continent, the Former, from 
many Impediments, could not fo conveniently be ſent 
over to the Aſſiſtance of our Allies, as the Latter. 
But I will not trouble you, or myſelf, with a laboured 
Reply; becauſe, I take it to be already done to my 
Hand, by the recent Experience of every thinking 
Man in England : The Voice of each Party (exceptin 
always thoſe cloathed in Scarlet) is now expreſs aint 
the ever furniſhing any more Quotas of Land-Forces, 
for the Service of the Continent :) It is at laſt uni- 
verſally agreed, That the Sea is our proper Element, 
and our Strength beſt collected in our Ships: That to 
ſupply well-meaning Allies, (or elſe to make a power- 
ful Diverſion) with Theſe ; as alſo difcretely with 
Money, has the faireſt Chance for ſerving our Friends, 
puniſhing our Foes, and vindicating His Majeſty's 
Foreign, as well as Enzli/p, Dominions. 
You will obſerve, Sir, that (although it be inverting 
the Order) I have choſen, in the laſt Place, to dilate 
on the Expediency of a Militia, as infinitely preferable 
to a Standing Army in this Land of Freedom ; which 
you, in a Fit of Deſpondency, paſs ſlightly over in 
your Seventh Page : For my Part, who am perhaps 
of a more ſanguine Turn, i will continue to hope, 
| SY That, 
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That, from the Higheſt to the loweſt, we ſhall be con» 
vinced one Day (O may that Day ſoon arrive!) that 


a Britſh Monarch is then in his ſupreme Degree of 


Splendor, Majeſty and Power, when enthroned in the 
Hearts of ll his Subjects; and that it is in Theſe, the 
higheſt Degree of Infatuation, to refuſe him the 
warmeſt Reception there, whenever he graciouſly in- 
timates his deſire of poſſeſſing them: Indeed, if I had 
the Power of Perſuaſion, They, as in Duty bound, 

ſhould make the Fiyſt Advances; and by ardent, and 


voluntary Tenders of their affectionate Service, pro- 


perly conveyed to the Throne, give the Lye to the Ca- 
lumny which has ſo long repreſented them as cold, 


indifferent, and even averſe to the Proteſtant Suc- 


ceſſion, and our preſent happy Eftabliſhment. 

And now, Sir, I expect not, that the virulent of 
any Denomination, ſhould, all of a ſudden, reliſh 
healing Propoſals : To Theſe we owe, that the De- 


nominations themſelves have ſubſiſtted for Thirty Six 


Years paſt, though ſcarce a /Yhig or a Tory can now 
be found, who will abide by the Tenets which firſt 
gave riſe to them: But, ſurely, it behaoves every ſin- 
cere Lover of this Country, of whatever Sex or De- 
gree, to promote, in their ſeveral Spheres, a Coalition 
of Hearts, ſo eſſentially wanting to its Welfare; and, 
on the other Hand, I will venture to pronounce, 
That to obſtruct it, is the moiſt peſtilent Species 

of Faction. ST | 


1 am, S 1 R. &c. Oc. 
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"SO IT FER PS. 


F ORGIVE me, Sir, if I obſerve, that your Com- 
pariſon of the Exciſe to the Mutiny-Bill, towards 
the cloſe of your Letter, falks infinitely ſhort of the 
Mark: For, if we except the Act of Settlement in the 
Proteftant Line, I do not conceive from that Time to 
this, there is one Queſtion upon the Journals, of 
equal Importance with the Latter, though it was whol- 
ly flighted the laſt Year in a certain very great Aſſem- 
bly, as not wortby their farther Conſideration. 


j 5 8 fv 3 


* 7 s , 
CY * K « = - 


. 
- : P 7 


4 4 


7 as * 4 9 q w rs * - A * 4 
6 ⁰˙¹ö U A ĩðiV % c_ _r__ACTTC_T 2805 e a + of AM... „ © 468 4+ C4 6 „ 22 ie # e 2 - Horan 4 emma 6—— — — . hs Amr ts eo , 


, 4 | . r 3 8 
Y — 4 — —— * 


